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Week 19
ONE WITH THE FATHER
John 10:24-41

The next Jewish festival is one we are somewhat familiar with, Hanukkah, or the Feast of Dedication, a festival of lights. The discourse we will study this week take place during that time.
Day One
Dealing with people who are hardened in their unbelief can be like dealing with reporters searching for a scandal. Their questions are not sincere. They do not seek the truth, but rather a way to entrap us.
Father, 
Help me to be wise and harmless in my interactions with others today. Show me the way to present the claims of Jesus.
Amen
1. What was the demand of the Jews (24)? 
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2. How had Jesus already told the Jews who he was (vv. 25-26; see 5:36; 10:38)?  

When is it better to not present the Gospel plainly to people?
Day Two
Without the working of God, people will not believe. This is a fundamental truth. Some will never believe, but all will acknowledge Jesus as Lord (Philippians 2:10).
Father, 
Help me to take all I know (and all I can find) in order that I might understand the horror of unbelief. Cause me to rejoice in your working in me.
Amen
3. Why hadn’t these Jews already believed (v. 26; see 6:44; 12:37-40)? 

Who have you talked to about the Lord that refused to believe?

Day Three
Unbelief is such a terrible thing that, even when we are freed from it, we can still fear being drawn back into its dark grip.

Father,
Show me the security that is found only in You through faith in Your Son, Jesus. Prod me and lead me along the path of faith.
Amen 
4. According to verses 28-29, is it possible for someone who has trusted in Christ to lose their salvation, why or why not? (see also John 6:39-40) 

What  would salvation be like if you could lose it?

Day Four
“I and my Father are one.” What a bold, but true statement for Jesus to make. Today we will meditate upon the meaning of this and how the Jews misunderstood all that Jesus was saying. The challenge will be to meditate of what we hear so that we might receive it.
Father, 
Open my mind to receive more than the simple facts of faith. Help me to understand that there are depths of truth which my acceptance of simple answers has caused me to miss. Take what I know and show me more.
Amen 
5. What does Jesus mean by his statement that ‘I and the Father are one’ (v. 30; see vv. 27-29)? 

6. What did the Jews understand Him to be saying (v.30-33)? 
  
Were they right?

7. What proof did Jesus point to (vv. 34-38; see Psalm 82)?

How are we also “children of God”? 

Day Five
Some do believe in spite of all the oppression of darkness and false teaching that exists about Jesus. It was true then as it is today.
Father,
Encourage me with those who will believe through the witness that I have to give. Let me not lag in my zeal to reach out to others with the wonderful truth of Jesus.
Amen
8. How had John prepared the way for Jesus (John 1:15-36)? 


9. What convinced these new believers (41-42)? 


What is sufficient evidence of the identity of the Christ?

Bonus Material
Dedication was an eight-day festival, also called the Feast of Lights, which began on the 25th of Kislev (December). The festival celebrated the rededication of the temple in December 164 BC after Antiochus Epiphanes, had defiled it (Dan 11:31). Lamps are lit for eight days to memorialize the legendary miracle of the temple lamps burning for eight days with only a single day’s supply of oil.[footnoteRef:1] [1: Faithlife Study Bible (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2012), Jn 10:22. Available free online.] 

v. 24 "If you are the Christ, tell us plainly ..." These are not honest truth-seekers who hope that the Messiah will reveal himself so that they may follow him; they merely want a better target for their attacks. But Jesus does not oblige them. In fact, he never makes a public statement to a Jewish audience clearly identifying himself as the Messiah, because the Jews’ expectations of the Messiah as a political and military deliverer would have interfered with his true purpose (see notes on 6:14-15). Instead, he reveals himself privately (see 4:26; 9:37; Matthew 6:13-20).
vv. 25-26 "I did tell you, but you do not believe ...." Here is another reason why Jesus does not yield to their request to identify himself: it would have done no good. Their refusal to believe is not due to insufficient information, since his works speak clearly of who he is (see John 5:36; 10:38; 14:11). Rather, they do not, and cannot, believe in him because they are not his "sheep." God has not chosen them and drawn them to Himself (see John 6:44, 65; 12:37-40; notes on 10:3-6). Therefore, their hearts remain hardened against him.
vv. 28-29 These verses teach the doctrine of eternal security, or perseverance. Those who trust in Christ are kept secure in the faith by God Himself and can never be lost (see notes on 8:31; also Romans 8:35-39; 1 Corinthians 1:7-9, 10:13; Philippians 1:6; 2 Timothy 1:12; 1 Peter 1:3-5; Jude 1, 24-25). This is demonstrated by what we possess, "eternal life". Life that could be lost would not be "eternal," but temporary (see 6:58). Consider the absolute terms Jesus uses: "they shall never perish" (vs. 28) and "shall never see death" (8:51; see 11:26). Most important, our security does not depend on us, but on Christ’s commitment to us and his ability to protect us: "no one can snatch them out of my hand" (vs. 28). He will lose "none" of those whom the Father has given him (6:39). Our security is also guaranteed by God the Father, since "no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand" (vs. 29; see John 17:11-12). Thus, the sovereign will and power of God assure that none of his people will be lost. 
vv. 30-31 "I and the Father are one." This refers first to the perfect unity of purpose and activity between the Father and Son, expressed in their joint work of protecting and preserving the elect (vv. 28-29; see 5:19). But a unity of will implies a metaphysical union as well, a unity of being between God the Father and God the Son. Although they are two unique persons, they are both of one divine essence (v. 38; notes on John 1:1). The fact that the Jews understood Jesus to be making a claim to deity is shown by their reaction: they "picked up stones to stone him," which was the method of execution prescribed for blasphemy (Lv. 24:16; see John 5:18; 8:58-59).
vv. 34-36 "Is it not written in your Law, ’I have said you are gods’?" The word "Law" is often used to refer to the whole Old Testament (John 15:25; 1 Corinthians 14:21). 
Jesus quotes from Psalm 82:6 and His basic argument is simple: if God can refer to others as ‘gods,’ then the Jews should not object when Jesus claims this title for himself. But is this just a clever twist of rabbinic interpretation designed to confuse his opponents or is there more? 
It may have been addressed to the judges of Israel, called ’gods’ because they execute the godlike function of judging (see Dt. 1:17). 
It may have been addressed to the nation of Israel, called ‘gods’ because they are Yahweh’s children (Ezekiel 20:21). In this view, the curse in Psalm 82:7, "you will die like men, and fall like any one of the princes," refers to the fact that the generation who received the law at Sinai died in the wilderness due to unbelief. In the last two cases, the logic would be thus: If those who merely received God’s Word (whether judges or the nation of Israel) were called ‘gods,’ how much more is this title deserved by Jesus, who is himself the Word of God (see John 1:1-18)!
v. 36 "What about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world?" This seems to be an allusion to the Feast of Dedication (v. 22). As the Jews celebrated the dedication of the temple to God, so also Jesus, the one to whom the temple pointed, was set apart and dedicated to God by God Himself.
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