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Week 22 
WASHED WITH LOVE
John 13:1-38
Day One
The time has come and Jesus is leaving this world and going back to the Father. What time is it? Passover! It was the reminder of how God brought them out of Egypt and made them His very own.
Father,
Teach me what You value most of all. Make me like You so that I might truly represent Your Son to my family and friends.
Amen
1. How did Jesus show His disciples the “full extent of His love” (13:1-5)? 


2. How does Peter misunderstand what Jesus said (13:6-11)?  
 

If you knew this was your last week on earth, and that it would involve great pain and suffering, what would be your focus?

Day Two
Jesus has just completed an action that has baffled His disciples. It obviously has great significance, but what? 
Master,
You know the difficulty I have in understanding the depth of meaning in the simplest of Your actions. Your ways are far above my ways and Your thoughts above my thoughts. Cause me to listen, to reflect, and to glorify You.
Amen
3. What do you understand Jesus to be commanding and why (13:12-15)? 

4. In your own words, what leadership principle is illustrated by washing the disciples’ feet (13:16; compare Mark 10:24-25)? 

How have you gotten your role in God's work mixed up?

Day Three
If Jesus is going to go to the Father, then someone is going to have to continue His work. The issue of who speaks for God is also a contemporary one.
Lord,  
You are in charge of all things. Nothing moves upon this earth without Your permission or without You acting. All that you have said in Your word is reliable. It will come true just as You said. Help me to believe that and to live on its basis.
Amen 
5. In what way is Judas’ betrayal of Jesus a fulfillment of Psalm 41:9? (13:18; see Bonus Material) 

6. What leadership principle is declared in 13:19-20? 

Where do you fit in God's “chain of communication”?

Day Four
There is a great advantage in knowing the truth, particularly about what will happen and what people will do in response to it. Today we focus upon that.
Lord, 
There is no friend like You. Having you seems like it would be enough, but quite often we want and perhaps need more. Help me today to understand my emotions, my needs, and how You meet them.
Amen
7. Why did Jesus become upset (13:21-26)? 

8. What does Jesus command to Judas reveal about who was really in control (13:27-30)? 


Why is “the devil made me do it” no excuse?

Day Five
It is hard to hang together when everything is falling apart! No one has gone through a rougher time than those eleven men did after the death of Jesus. We need one another and we need to love one another as Jesus loved us.
Father, 
I don’t deserve to be in Your family, but I am glad that You made me one of Your children. Teach me how to love the other members of the family as You do.
Amen
9. How does Jesus’ death glorify God (13: 31-32; compare 17:4-5; Philippians 2:8)?


10. According to Jesus, what should be the distinguishing mark of his followers? (13: 34-38) 

Why do you find it hard to love other Christians?

Bonus Material
v. 1 It was just before the Passover Feast . . . . The fact that the washing of the disciples’ feet takes place as the Passover meal is about to begin points to the common significance of the two events. Just as the Passover represents the work of Jesus, the true Passover lamb, who "takes away the sin of the world" by his death on the cross (1:29; see notes on 6:4, 12:1), so also the foot-washing represents the washing away of sins (see vv. 6-9).
v. 2 the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot . . . to betray Jesus . . . . The humility which Jesus displayed in washing the disciples’ feet is even more striking when we consider that one of those whom he served in this way was Judas, whom he knew would betray him (v. 11). The fact that Judas’ plot was prompted by the devil, and that it fulfilled prophecy, does not reduce Judas own responsibility; in Jesus’ words, "It would be better for him if he had not been born" (Mt. 26:23-24). Ironically, the death of Christ, although instigated by Satan, took place according to God’s "set purpose and foreknowledge" (Acts 2:23), and was the cause of Satan’s ultimate defeat (Col. 2:15).
v. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power . . . Jesus served, not out of weakness, but out of strength. Although he was fully God, he voluntarily "made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness . . . . he humbled himself and became obedient to death ---- even death on a cross!" (Phlp. 2:7-8). Thus, Jesus illustrates the principle that the path to greatness is the path of humility and service (see Mk. 10:42-45; Lk. 22:24-27).
v. 6 "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" Peter’s incredulous response testifies to the extreme self-abasement of Jesus’ action. Foot-washing was the most menial of tasks, usually performed by servants, rarely by equals, and never by a superior. What Jesus was doing was simply unthinkable, a complete reversal of what the disciples expected. Thus, they did not understand it, nor the atoning death to which it pointed, until after the resurrection (v. 7; see 2:22; 12:16; 16:13; 20:9).
v. 8 "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me . . . . " Jesus is not referring merely to the physical act of foot-washing, but to the spiritual cleansing which it represents. Unless we have been cleansed of our sin by Jesus, we have no real connection with him, nor any claim on the eternal inheritance of children of God (Jn. 1:12; see Rom. 8:16-17; Gal. 3:26-29, 4:7).
v. 10 "A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean . . . . " There are two main ways to interpret this statement. The first omits the words "except his feet," which are not found in some early manuscripts, making the statement read, "A person who has had a bath does not need to wash; his whole body is clean." In this view, Jesus is emphasizing that the complete cleansing from sin represented by the foot-washing is a once-for-all experience which does not need to be repeated.
In the other view, Jesus is moving on to make a new point, based on a secondary significance in the foot-washing. Whereas in vv. 6-8 the foot-washing represented the objective fact of the once-for-all cleansing from sins which Christ accomplished through his death, in v. 10 it represents the experience of daily cleansing from sins in the life of the believer (see 1 Jn. 1:9-2:2). "you are clean, though not every one of you . . . " All of the disciples, with the exception of Judas, had at this point been cleansed from their sins (see 15:3). In every age, the basis of salvation has been the atoning death of Jesus Christ, the means of salvation has been faith, and the object of faith has been God and His revelation. However, the content of that revelation has differed. Thus, although the disciples did not yet understand the nature of Christ’s (still future) atonement, their response of faith to the revelation they had received was sufficient for salvation.
v. 14 "Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you . . . . " Jesus’ act of foot-washing was in a sense unique, in that it represented the cleansing from sin provided through his death. It was also, however, an example of love and humility for his followers to imitate (see vs. 1).
Some would elevate this practice to the same status as baptism and the Lord’s Supper, teaching that we ought to continue the act of foot-washing itself. However, there is no other mention of foot-washing in Scripture, except as simply a good deed (1 Tim. 5:10), while baptism and the Lord’s Supper are clearly attested as ordinances commanded by Christ and practiced by the early church (Mt. 26:26-30; 28:19; Mk. 14:22-26; Lk. 22:14-20; Acts 2:38-41; 1 Cor. 1:23-26). In addition, foot-washing no longer has the practical purpose which it did in first century Palestine, when dirt roads and open sandals were the norm. Thus, it seems better to understand Jesus’ words to mean that we ought to imitate his love and humility in serving one another, not that we should imitate this specific act.
v. 18 "But this is to fulfill the scripture: ’He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me . . . ’" Judas’ betrayal came as no surprise to Jesus (see v. 11; 6:70); in fact, it was a fulfillment of Old Testament scripture. The text referred to is Ps. 41:9, in which David laments the fact that his close friend has turned against him. The fulfillment is not prophetic, but typological. Many of the events and themes of David’s life foreshadowed, or anticipated, the life of Christ. Thus, Christ’s experience of being betrayed by a close associate was a typological fulfillment, or antitype, of the pattern established by David’s experience.
v. 19 "I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am He . . . " Jesus’ purpose in sharing this information with his disciples is to prepare them in advance, so that after he is betrayed and crucified, they will remember and believe that he is Yahweh God, the "I Am" of the Old Testament (see notes on 8:24; also Jn. 12:16; 13:7; 20:9).
v. 20 "Whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me . . . " Jesus continues to prepare his disciples for their future ministry by revealing that those he commissions are his true representatives, just as he is of God the Father. Thus, to accept or reject his messengers is to accept or reject him (see 20:21; also Mt. 10:40; Mk. 9:37; Lk. 10:16).
v. 23 the disciple whom Jesus loved . . . The author of this gospel (Jn. 20:20, 24), most likely John the son of Zebedee, one of the Twelve. Perhaps John avoids identifying himself directly in order to steer away from any appearance of self-exaltation or pride (see also Jn. 19:26; 20:2). The purpose of the designation "whom Jesus loved," then, is not to imply that he was more beloved than the other disciples. Rather, it was a way of describing his relationship with Jesus which put all the emphasis on God’s grace, rather than himself (see 1 Jn. 4:19).
v. 25 Leaning back against Jesus . . . John was next to Jesus, and, like the other participants in the meal, was "reclining," i.e., lying on the floor propped up on an elbow (v. 23). Therefore, the easiest way for him to speak to Jesus was to lay his head back until it literally rested on Jesus’ chest. In our own culture, most men would not be comfortable with such physical contact, but in that culture it reflected close, non-sexual, friendship.
v. 26 Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread . . . " Jesus’ answer to John must have been given quietly, since most of the disciples did not understand why Judas left (v. 28).
v. 27 As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him . . . Judas’ acceptance of the bread, a symbol of friendship and trust, even while he is intending to betray Christ, exposes the depth of his treachery and the hardened condition of his heart. By willingly yielding to the devil’s promptings (v. 2), he has opened himself up to increased Satanic influence: at this point, Satan takes direct control over his actions through personal indwelling. "What you are about to do, do quickly," Jesus told him . . . " Even in the timing of his betrayal, Jesus is in control of his own destiny. No one takes his life from him; he lays it down voluntarily (Jn. 10:18). The fact that it was night when Judas went out (v. 30) tells us more than the time of day; it is an allusion to Judas’ own spiritual darkness and the reign of evil which his betrayal inaugurates (Lk. 22:53).
v. 31-32 "Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him . . . " Judas’ departure to retrieve the authorities sets in motion the final chain of events which will end in Jesus’ return to his pre-incarnate glory, through the obedient act of dying on a cross (Jn. 12:23-28; 17:4-5; Phlp. 2:8-9). This glorification of the Son is also a glorification of the Father who sent him (17:1).
v. 33 "You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come . . . " Although Jesus had given the Jewish leaders this same message (7:33-36; 8:21), the meaning here is considerably different. In the former case, the inability of the Jews to follow Jesus was permanent----they would die in their sin. However, in this case the inability to follow is temporary: Jesus is going ahead to prepare a place for his own (14:1-3), where they will follow him later (13:36).
vv. 34-35 "A new commandment I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. " This commandment is not "new" due to being the first time that love for others had ever been prescribed (see Lv. 19:18; Mk. 12:28-33). Rather, it is "new" because it sums up and replaces the legal code of the Old Covenant (Rom. 13:8-10; Gal. 5:14), and also because its standard is the love of Christ himself ("as I have loved you"), and it is thus dependent upon his power for fulfillment.
In contrast to the cavalier attitude which believers sometimes display toward this matter, Jesus does not view love between Christians as of minor importance; on the contrary, it is the primary test of our obedience and the distinguishing mark of our identity to the world.
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