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SHOWED THE FATHER
John 14:1-14
This week’s study only includes four days’ worth of questions, but they are packed with crucial meaning for our lives. 
Day One
If someone who was your whole life was preparing to go away and you couldn’t go with them, would you be troubled? What if he told you that you would betray him? That is the situation in John 14.
Father, 
I am troubled by a great many fears about the situations I face in life. I need your reassurance that Jesus is with me and that it will all work out right.
Amen
1. What does Jesus tell the disciples to calm their fears about His leaving (14:1-3)? 

2. Why is believing in Him so crucial (14:1)?

How can we be certain of the promise of the Father’s House?

Day Two
What is said in these verses would be arrogance, if anyone else were to say it. If Jesus is who He said and showed that He was, then they become very modest claims.
Lord,
Life is totally bound up in You. There is no one else. Help me to see how true You are. Strengthen my faith in You and in Your Son, Jesus. Put my feet on the path to truth and life.
Amen 
3. What does it mean to say that Jesus is “the way” (14:4-6)? 

4. How is Jesus “the truth”? “the life” (14:6)?

How much of your concept of truth and life are built on Christ? What parts aren’t?


Day Three
To know God who is our Father ought to be the goal of our short time here on earth. Life is so precious that we shouldn’t waste a minute of it on things that aren’t real and don’t matter for eternity.

Oh My Father,
Don’t let me waste any more time on the trivialities of transient living. Pick me up to the realms eternal that I may know You and please You in everything.
Amen
5. How can we come to know God the Father (14:8-11)? 

6. To what extent does Jesus reveal the Father (see John 1:14, 18 and Hebrews 1:3)? 

7. How do these verses describe the relationship between Jesus and the Father (14:10-11; see John 1:1; 10:30-33)? 

Why do you think we have such trouble with the concept of Oneness?
Day Four
Do you have great confidence that whatever you ask in Jesus’ name will be given to you? How can we be absolutely certain our prayers will be answered as we have asked? Today’s study sets us on the trail to victory.
Father, 
Everything I have comes from You. I am Yours to do with as You please and to please You by doing whatever it is You want. My own selfish desires get in the way of Your perfect will. I want to learn to pray what You want.
Amen
8. What does it mean to pray in Jesus’ name (14:12-14; 1 John 5:14)? 

9. Are there any other conditions on answered prayer (John 15:7, 16; 1 John 3:21-22)? 

As you have considered these things, where do you see that your previous prayers were defective?

Bonus Material
v. 1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me . . . " Even though Jesus is deeply disturbed by the prospect of his crucifixion (13:21), his primary concern is not for himself, but for his disciples. He comforts them, not by denying or discounting the struggle they are about to undergo, but by inviting them to trust in God and in himself. God is worthy of our trust, and his grace is sufficient for us, even in the most difficult of circumstances (Ps. 46:1; 2 Cor. 12:9).
vv. 2-3 "In my Father’s house are many rooms . . . . I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go . . . I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am . . . . " The basis for the disciples’ hope is Jesus’ promise that his separation from them will be temporary: he will someday return and take them to be with him in heaven, which he will make ready for them in advance (1 Cor. 15:20-23; 1 Th. 4:15-17; 2 Th. 2:1-12). The point of describing heaven as a "house" with many "rooms" is not architectural, but theological: there is ample room there for all of God’s people to dwell.
v. 4 "You know the way to the place where I am going . . . " Since Jesus himself is the way to heaven (v. 6), and the disciples know him, then they know the way there.
v. 6 "I am the way and the truth and the life . . ." Jesus’ answer to Thomas reveals that he does not merely show us the way to heaven; he himself is the way (see notes on 1:51). No one can attain heaven merely by following Jesus’ example, as if the "way" were to live the kind of ethical life Jesus lived, an impossibility (Rom. 3:10-20). We cannot enter heaven by virtue of our own works (Eph. 2:8-9; Titus 3:5), but only through union with Christ. Jesus is the way to heaven, and to God, because he is the truth: he is the perfect revelation of God to man (Jn. 1:14, 18; 8:32; 12:45; Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:3), both in what he does and in what he says (Jn. 5:19; 8:28; 14:9-10). He is also the life: he possesses life in himself and has the authority to give eternal life to others (Jn. 1:4; 5:26; 11:25; 1 Jn. 5:20)
"No one comes to the Father except through me . . . " Now that Jesus had come, the former way of coming to God, through the Old Testament law and sacrificial system, was obsolete. From this point forward, no one could claim to know God apart from faith in Christ. In fact, those who rejected Christ demonstrated that they had not previously come to know God the Father (Jn. 5:37-47).
v. 7 "If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well . . . " Many of the ancient manuscripts contain this reading, which implies that the disciples do not know Jesus. However, if this were true, then Jesus’ disappointed reaction to Philip’s request ("Don’t you know me, Philip?" [v. 9]) would be hard to explain. Therefore, it seems better to adopt the reading found in other manuscripts, "If you know me, you will know my Father as well," which implies that they do know Jesus, however incompletely, and that this will lead to a knowledge of God the Father. This reading also seems to fit better with the second part of v. 7, "From now on, you do know him and have seen him."
vv. 8-9 "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us." Jesus answered: "Don’t you know me, Philip?" Although the disciples do know Jesus, they do not yet know him fully; they do not realize that he is the perfect revelation of God, and that seeing him is the same as seeing the Father (see notes on v. 6). Jesus’ response reveals his sadness at their lack of understanding.
vv. 10-11 "Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me?" This mutual indwelling of the Father and the Son is another way of describing their unity: they share one divine essence, but are two unique persons (see notes on 1:1; 10:30, 38). Therefore, Jesus can say that he does the will of the Father perfectly, not only because he knows the Father’s will and is obedient to it (5:19, 36; 8:28: 10:32, 37-38; 12:50; 15:10), but because the Father Himself is in Jesus, carrying out His will. The evidence of this is in "the miracles themselves," which reveal not only Jesus’ power over nature, but also his identity as the divine Son of God.
v. 12 "I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these . . ." The works which Jesus’ followers perform will match and even exceed his because they reveal the power and authority of the risen Christ (Phlp. 2:9) and testify to the coming of the Messianic age. This age was inaugurated at Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension and will be fully realized when he returns to earth as conquering King. The works performed by Jesus’ followers, such as prevailing against the powers of darkness (Eph. 6:10-18) and bringing new life through the gospel to those spiritually dead (Jn. 20:21-23), are possible because Jesus has broken the power of sin and Satan through the cross (Col. 2:15). Their greatness lies not in their dramatic character or visible power, but in the greatness of the king and kingdom to which they bear witness (see Mt. 11:11).
vv. 13-14 "And I will do whatever you ask in my name . . . " The works performed by Jesus’ followers (v. 12) will be done not through human power, but through the power of the risen Christ, in response to prayer. Such prayers will be answered when offered in Jesus’ name, i.e., when they are consistent with his revealed will and purpose (1 Jn. 5:14), not merely when they contain the words, "in Jesus’ name". Answers to prayer are also closely related to obedience (v. 15; see also Jn. 15:7, 16; Js. 4:3; 1 Jn. 3:22).
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