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Week 24 
THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT
John 14:15-31

Day One
[bookmark: _GoBack]The world would be a better place if Jesus were here.
Prayer Suggestion
1. What is the main "command" or "teaching" we are to obey (John 14:15; 13:34-35; 1 John 3:23-24; 2 John 6)? We are to love one another as the Lord loved us. This is the mark of obedience!
John 14:15 (ESV) 
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
13:34–35 (ESV) 
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
1 John 3:23–24 (ESV) 
23 And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24 Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us. 
2 John 6 (ESV) 
6 And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments; this is the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, so that you should walk in it. 
2. Who has Jesus sent to comfort and encourage believers (vv. 16-17) ? The Spirit of Truth (Holy Spirit) to live inside of us.
3. Which believers receive this gift? (vv. 16-17; see Rom. 8:9)? This is given to all believers.
4.  How does Jesus describe our relationship with the Holy Spirit (v. 17; see John 7:38)? It is one of knowledge and of indwelling.
John 7:38 (ESV) 
38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ ” 
How is the indwelling Holy Spirit providing you comfort?

Day Two
14:18-21
5. How do we know that we shall live (18-19)? Our life in the Spirit and also in the future is something that is secured because of Christ’s death and resurrection Because he lives, we live!
6. What comes to those who love Jesus (20-21)? We receive the assurance that we are united with the Father and with Christ, and, that we are loved by them.
What difference is this knowledge that the Father and the Son love you making in your life today?

Day Three
14:22-24 Introductory Paragraph
Prayer Suggestion
1. How do you feel about the fact that God lives in you? (vv. 17, 23)? It can be a little uncomfortable unless coupled with the fact that we are love by God and that it is because we keep Jesus’ command to love one another that God dwells with us.
2. Why does Jesus not show who He really is to the world (24)? They do not keep His commands, so do not really know Jesus or God, nor can they receive the Holy Spirit.
What do you think would happen if God were to manifest Himself to the world?

Day four
14:25-26 Introductory Paragraph
Prayer Suggestion
3. How will the Holy Spirit help us (25-26)? He helped the disciples by teaching them all things and bringing back to their memories the things Jesus did and said. He also will teach us and remind us of the truths in the Bible.
What has the Spirit taught you from the word of God during these studies?

Day Five
14:27-31 Introductory Paragraph
Prayer Suggestion
4. How is the peace Jesus gives different from that which the world gives (v. 27)? The Roman world had produced the pax romana by a combination of force and alliances. Jesus gave us peace by dying to make peace between us and God.
How much of that peace are you experiencing right now?

What statement in this passage do you find most encouraging? 
Most challenging?
. 
Bonus Material
	v. 15 "If you love me, you will obey what I command ..." Salvation invariably produces a change in behavior, motivated by love for Christ (see also vv. 21, 23). This obedience encompasses all of Jesus’ teaching, but centers especially on faith in him and love for other believers:
"And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them." (1 Jn. 3:23-24; see Mt. 7:21-23; Jn. 13:34-35; 15:12-14; 1 Jn. 2:3-11; 5:2-3; 2 Jn. 6).
	vv. 16-17 "And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever----the Spirit of truth ..." To those who love him, and who therefore obey him (i.e. all believers, Rom. 8:9), Jesus will send the Holy Spirit, whom he describes as a parakletos, literally, "one who is called alongside." The Spirit is one who, in Jesus’ stead, comes to the believer to strengthen, encourage, and exhort. He is the Spirit of Truth because he reveals Christ, who is the truth (15:26; 16:13-14; see 14:6). The "world" (i.e., sinful mankind in rebellion against God) does not know, and cannot accept, the Spirit (1 Cor. 2:14). In contrast, the Spirit is not only known to believers, but actually indwells them (see 7:38). Thus the Spirit, whose coming signals the inauguration of the Messianic kingdom (Acts 2:1-36), is the source of the power for the "greater things" done by Jesus’ followers (see notes on v. 12).
	vv. 18-20 "I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you . . . " This refers to Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances to the disciples. At that time, they will finally understand the divine unity of Christ and the Father, as well as their own spiritual union with Christ (see 17:20-26).
	v. 21 "He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him . . . " Jesus is not saying that we earn God’s love by obeying or loving Him (see Eph. 2:8-9), nor that we take the initiative in loving God, for John tells us elsewhere that "we love because he first loved us" (1 Jn. 4:19; see Jn. 15:16). Rather, love and obedience are the distinguishing characteristics of those whom Jesus and the Father love----all believers (see v. 23; 16:27). To them, Jesus promises "I will show myself" ("disclose myself" [NASV]). In other words, Jesus will make himself known to those who love and obey him.
	v. 23 "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him . . . " The Father and the Son will not only love those who love and obey the Son (see vv. 15, 21), but will also come and dwell with them. This indwelling comes in the form of God the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity (v. 17; Eph. 2:22), who is the Spirit of God and the Spirit of Christ (Rom. 8:9; 2 Cor. 3:17-18).
	v. 24 "He who does not love me will not obey my teaching . . . " However good and moral one may appear, if the motive for one’s behavior is not love for Christ, it is not obedience, but the "filthy rags" of self-righteousness (Isa. 64:6).
	v. 26 "the Holy Spirit . . . will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you . . . " Since the work of the Holy Spirit here is related to the words which Jesus spoke personally to the disciples, this promise is specifically for them, not for all believers at all times. It explains how, after the resurrection, the disciples came to fully understand the significance of the events of Jesus life and the words which he spoke (2:22; 12:16). However, it is true that the Holy Spirit has a teaching ministry in the life of every believer (1 Cor. 2:12-16).
	v. 27 "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you . . . Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid . . . " The peace which Jesus gives comes through the indwelling Holy Spirit who guards our hearts and minds in Christ (Phlp. 4:6-7; see Rom. 14:17; Gal. 5:22; Col. 3:15). This peace is eschatological (from Gr. eschatos, or "last things"), in that it is a foretaste of the peace of the Messianic kingdom (Is. 9:6-7; Ezk. 37:26).
v. 28 "the Father is greater than I . . . " This does not mean that Jesus is something less than God; he is fully God and equal with God the Father (1:1, 18; 5:18; 10:30; 14:9-10; 20:28; Rom. 9:5; Heb. 1:8). Two things may be in view here. First, Jesus is functionally subordinate to the Father, thus the Father is "greater," in that the Son voluntarily submits to His will (Jn. 5:19-30; 8:28-29; 12:48-49). Also, the Father was greater in glory than the Son during Jesus’ time on earth, until Jesus returned and regained his pre-incarnate glory (Jn. 17:5).
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