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Week 27
ASK TO OVERCOME
John 16:23-33
Day One
Prayer is the great resource of the disciple. If we truly can do nothing without Christ, then we certainly can do nothing without praying about it. We have not because we ask not. 
Father, 
Show me how much you want to hear my prayers. Teach me what to ask for. Encourage me to ask these things for the glory of Your Son, Jesus.
Amen
1. What change will take place regarding prayer (16:23)? 

2. When is “that day” (16:23)? 

3. What is the effect of asking and receiving (16:24)? 

How is your prayer life? Do you know what to ask? Do you ask?
Day Two
One of the great benefits of loving Jesus and trusting Him is that we become beloved of the Father. Today we want to revel in Jesus gift to us.
Lord, 
There is so much in Your words that I do not understand. But what You have said is making an impact upon me. Guide me through Your Spirit into a true understanding of not only the obvious statements, but also into grasping the analogies You used.
Amen
4. What change will Jesus make in how he is speaking (16:25)? 

5. What is the basis of the disciples’ relationship with the Father (16:23-27; see Ephesians 2:18; 3:12)? 

6. What four statements does Jesus use to summarize His mission (16:28)?

Do you think that believing what Jesus said is essential to salvation?

Day Three
We should never become over-confident in our understanding of God and the things Jesus said. Sometimes when we think we know is when we are the most ignorant of what He really said. Human wisdom is not sufficient to understand the Almighty God.
Father,
Through Your Word and through Your Spirit You have given we who believe great understanding about who You are and what You are doing in our world. We even understand much about what is yet to come. Do not let our ignorance overtake our knowledge. Remind us that it is not our work, or our faith, or our understanding that is decisive. Yours alone is the kingdom!
Amen
7. What two things did the disciples say in response to Jesus (16:29-30)? 

Have you thought of Jesus as “all-knowing”? What difference does it make in your life?

Day Four
The disciples really did believe Jesus, just as we do. But their faith was not the same thing as courage. They loved Him, but they would all desert Him in the crisis. “The arm of flesh will fail you, you dare not trust your own.”
Father, 
It is Your strength that we need. It is Your truth that is truth. It is Your will that prevails. It is Your right that is right. It is Your Son who saves. Grant me to not only believe upon You, but to also stand victorious in Your strength.
Amen
8. About what did Jesus warn them (16:31-32)? 

9. What is the source of the believer’s peace (16:33 see 14:26-27)?
.
How do you see the difference between the world’s idea of peace and Jesus’ gift of peace?

Day Five
Just like the disciples, we face tremendous challenges from the world. It is easy to get overcome by all the lures and temptations that are out there. It is easier still to give in under pressure. But Jesus gives us the peace and the victory.
Father,
Anchor my soul in the peace that comes from trusting Your Son, Jesus. I believe that He overcame the world before He went to the Cross. Help me to stand firm in that peace, even in the midst of the storm the world would bring upon my faith.
Amen
10. What do you think Jesus means when he says, "I have overcome the world" (16: 33)?
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How does Jesus’ victory give you confidence?
Bonus Material
vv. 23-24 "In that day you will no longer ask me anything. I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name . . . " In "that day" (i.e., the time after the resurrection), Jesus’ disciples will no longer make their requests of him, but will pray to the Father in his name. This does not mean that prayers to Christ are improper (see Jn. 14:14), but indicates that we now have immediate access through Christ to God the Father, and thus may pray to him directly , confident that he hears and answers our prayers (Eph. 2:18, 3:12; Heb. 4:15-16; see notes on 14:13-14; 15:7-8).
Our free access to God the Father is no trivial matter. Formerly, only the priests could approach God directly, and for them to do so in the wrong way meant death (Ex. 28:42-43; 30:20-21; Lev. 16:13; 22:3-9; Nu. 1:51; 4:15, 20; 18:22). But when Jesus died, the curtain in the temple, which separated the people from the presence of God, was torn in two, symbolizing the fact that we now have access to God through Christ (Mt. 27:51; Heb. 10:19-20).
v. 25 "a time will come when I will no longer use this kind of language but will tell you plainly about my Father . . . " This promise was fulfilled during Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances to the disciples, which took place over a period of forty days (Acts 1:3; see Lk. 24:27, 44-48; 1 Cor. 15:4-8). The Holy Spirit’s continuing ministry of revelation to the apostles may also be in view here (see notes on 14:26).
vv. 26-27 "I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf . . . " Christ does indeed intercede for us before God, but his intercessory ministry does not consist of conveying to God our prayer requests; our prayers are heard by God himself. Rather, Christ’s intercessory ministry is related to our justification; it has to do with defending us against any imputation of guilt. This defense is based on the atoning sacrifice of his own life, which he offered on our behalf and which renders us blameless before God (see Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25; 1 Jn. 2:1; Rev. 12:10).
vv. 31-32 "But a time is coming, and has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home. You will leave me all alone . . . " Jesus is not impressed with his disciples’ confident affirmation of faith (v. 30); he knows they will soon be tested and found wanting. Just as he predicted Peter’s denial (13:38), he now predicts his abandonment by all of the disciples (see Mk. 14:27, 50).
v. 33 "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace . . . " The peace Jesus gives does not consist of being sheltered from all pain and trouble; in fact, Jesus explicitly states, "In this world you will have trouble." The peace Jesus gives is not dependent on our circumstances, but flows from the fellowship we have with him through his Spirit (14:26-27). Thus, peace is not the absence of difficulty, but the ability to trust in God in the midst of both difficulty and ease (see Phlp. 4:11-12). We are able to maintain this confidence because we know that Christ has "overcome the world;" he has conquered all the forces of sin, evil, and death, so that their eventual destruction is assured. We can rejoice in the midst of suffering because we know the final score, and we’re on the winning side! We know that nothing can ever separate us from the love of Christ (Rom. 8:35-39).
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