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Week 28
THE LORD PRAYS 
FOR HIS OWN
John 17
Often the model prayer that Jesus taught His disciples is called “The Lord’s Prayer” (Matthew 6:8-13; Luke 11:2-4), but it is in this chapter we find our Savior praying for His own. Not only does He pray for us, but He does so at the hour of the greatest crisis of His life.
Day One
The subject of eternal life should be of great interest to all who face mortality. Each of us comes to the place where we recognize that our life will end … then what? In this prayer, we find out what that will be.
Father, 
Thank you for the privilege of listening in on a communication between You and Your Son, Jesus. Guide me through Your Holy Spirit to understand eternal life.
Amen
1. To whom does Jesus give eternal life (17:1-2; see also 6, 9, 24; 6:37)? 

2. What does eternal life have to do with God and Jesus Christ (17:3-5)? 

How should this view of eternal life change your view of this world? 
Day Two
While this is the Lord’s prayer, it is not primarily for Himself that He prays. Take note today of what is true of those who are disciples of the Lord.
Father, 
I want to know You as Jesus manifested You through Your name. Help me to understand, appreciate, and apply what Jesus taught to my life so that I will stand out from the world by being like You.
Amen
3. What characterizes the people for whom Christ prays (17:6-8)? 

4. For whom does this prayer not apply (17:9)? 

How does this change your view of the world?
Day Three
The moment we believe we are constantly in such danger from evil forces well beyond our control. Some of them are the other people in this world who do not know God as He truly is. But there is also an Evil One who seeks to kill, steal, and destroy. 
Holy Father,
You are the Almighty Sovereign over all peoples of the earth and over all else that You created. With You in control we are bold to proclaim our faith and carry out a witness to You. Thank You for Your leading and for Your protection.
Amen 
5. For what does He ask the Father (17:11-17)? 

6. [bookmark: _GoBack]What does Jesus do to make that possible (17:19)? 

Does believing God answers this prayer do anything for your boldness? 
Day Four
Whosoever, surely means me! As believers in Jesus, we join the company of disciples in living out His teachings. As we continue our study of the Lord’s prayer let’s be on the lookout for what it says to us as well.
Father, 
Your plan of salvation is ongoing among people from every nation, tongue, and tribe upon the earth. Your sheep are everywhere awaiting the time of bringing them into the fold. As a follower of Your Son Jesus, it is my desire to fully enter into what You are doing in the world today.
Amen
7. Who else is included in this prayer (17:20)? 

8. What is Jesus asking for us and how is that accomplished (17:21-23)? 

How do you see Christian unity worked out in our church? .

Day Five
What a day it will be when the Lord Jesus returns for His own. As we look forward to this promise, we continue to prepare ourselves for witness and bring others to the knowledge of God. 
Father,
Teach me to pray as You would have me pray. Guide me into all that Your love has to teach me and do in and through me. I want to know You more.
Amen
9. For what else does Jesus ask (17:24)? 

10. What do believers know that the world does not (17:25)?

What do you learn about prayer from chapter 17? 




Bonus Material
v. 1 "Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son that your Son may glorify you . . . " Jesus did not seek or accept glory from men; he sought it from God the Father, in order that he might reflect the glory he received back to the Father and they be glorified together (Jn. 5:41, 44; 7:18; 8:50, 54; 11:4; 12:23; 13:31-32). The supreme example of this mutual glorification came in Jesus’ death, resurrection, and exaltation to the right hand of the Father (see v. 5; Acts 2:29-36; Phlp. 2:9-10). The fact that these events were foreordained by the sovereign will of God (see Mt. 16:21; 17:22-23; 20:18-19; Acts 2:23, 3:18, 4:28) did not prevent Jesus from praying that they would take place. God’s promise to do something does not eliminate the need for prayer, but instead guarantees that prayer will be effective.
v. 2 "For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him . . . " The authority over mankind which Jesus possesses was given to him by the Father as part of the plan of redemption, in which the Son was appointed to die as an atonement for sins, and we were chosen for eternal life in him. All this took place "before the creation of the world" (Eph. 1:4; see Mt. 18:18; Jn. 5:21-27). Note that although Jesus has authority over "all people," he gives life only to those whom the Father has "given him," i.e., the elect (vv. 6, 9, 24; see notes on 6:37, 44).
v. 3 "Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent . . . " Eternal life is a gift which cannot be obtained apart from a relationship with the giver. It is something which we possess by virtue of our personal knowledge of Christ, for he himself is life and the source of life (Jn. 1:4; 11:25; 14:6; 20:31; Col. 3:3-4). This life is eternal because we can never be separated from him (see Rom. 8:38-39; 1 Jn. 5:11-12, 20). Therefore, we do not merely possess a kind of life which in and of itself is eternal; rather, we possess an eternal relationship with the One who is the source of our life. This One is Jesus Christ, through whom we come to know God (Jn. 1:18; 14:7; 17:26; Mt. 11:27). Such an intimate and personal knowledge of God was foreseen by the Old Testament prophets as a part of the New Covenant (Jer. 31:34; Heb. 8:11).
v. 4 "I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do" This "work" encompasses all of Jesus’ labors, including the miracles (see 4:34; 5:36; notes on 11:4; 12:28). It also looks forward in anticipation to the crucifixion, for it was on the cross that Jesus was able to say, "It is finished" (19:30).
v. 5 "Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began . . . " Christ’s incarnation involved laying aside, in some measure, his glory; now he asks that his glory be restored (see Phlp. 2:9-10). Note that Christ did not discard his humanity when he returned to the Father; rather, he ascended to heaven with a glorified human body (see 20:17,27). The act of taking to himself human flesh at the incarnation (1:14; Phlp 2:7-8) was not temporary, but permanent; he remains for all eternity both God and man.
v. 6 "I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world . . . " Although Jesus performed much of his ministry in public, not everyone who witnessed his works saw the glory of God, but only those who had eyes of faith (11:40). These were the ones whom the Father had given to Jesus, who were "chosen out of the world" (15:19). The rest refused to believe, even in the face of undeniable miracles (see notes on 11:45-48; 12:37-40). "They were yours; you gave them to me . . . " Those who trust in Christ are actually his beforehand, as he indicated when he stated, "I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also" (10:16). The "sheep" who have not yet come to Christ belong to him already, because they have been chosen by God and given to Christ. The evidence of his prior ownership is that when they hear his voice, they recognize it and respond to his call (10:3-4). "and they have obeyed your word . . . " The obedience Jesus speaks of here is probably the obedience of faith; they had accepted Christ’s words and believed that God had sent him (v. 8; see 6:29).
v. 9 "I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours . . . " Those who receive the blessings which Jesus requests from the Father are those who belong to God; i.e., all believers (v. 20). These blessings include protection from the evil one (vv. 11, 15), union with God and with one another (vv. 11, 21, 23), and sanctification (vv. 17, 19). Note Jesus’ clear statement that he is praying only for those whom the Father has given him, the elect (see 6:37-40), and not for the "world" (i.e., mankind in general, characterized by rebellion against God).
v. 11 "I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you . . . " The disciples needed, and we need, God’s gracious protection and provision, because we no longer have Jesus in the flesh to minister to us directly. His blessings are mediated to us through the ministry of the Holy Spirit (14:16-18; 15:26; 16:7-15). "protect them by the power of your name . . . " The protection which Jesus asks for is protection from apostasy, i.e., that God would preserve his disciples against defecting from the faith (see v. 12). In other words, he is not asking that we be kept from trials, but that those trials not separate us from him (see Jn. 10:27-29; Rom. 8:38-39; 2 Cor. 4:8-9). Thus, our perseverance in the faith does not ultimately depend upon our own spiritual strength, but upon the faithfulness and power of God, who will not allow us to be tested beyond our ability to endure (see 1 Cor. 10:13).
v. 12 "I protected them and kept them safe . . . None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction . . . " The fact that Judas ultimately rejected Jesus does not imply a failure on Jesus’ part, for Judas had not been predestined for salvation, but for damnation. In fact, his betrayal of Jesus took place "so that Scripture would be fulfilled" (see Mt. 26:24; Ps. 41:9; notes on Jn. 13:18).
v. 14 "the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world . . . " Jesus’ disciples no longer belong to this "world," i.e. the present world system, in rebellion against God and under the dominion of Satan (2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 6:12; 1 Jn. 5:19). Although we all at one time lived in this world, those who trust in Christ have been called "out of darkness into his wonderful light" (1 Pet. 2:9; see Eph. 2:1-5). Therefore, the world hates us as alien intruders (see notes on 15:18-19). By the same token, James warns that "friendship with the world is hatred toward God" (Js. 4:4). This does not mean that we should avoid friendships with the people in the world, but that we should avoid participation in the sin that characterizes the world (see 1 Cor. 5:9-11; 1 Jn. 2:15-16). We are to be "in" the world, but not "of" the world (vv. 15-16), for we are not citizens of this world, but of heaven (Phlp. 3:20). As a great preacher once said, the proper place for a boat is in the ocean, but heaven help us if the ocean gets into the boat!
v. 17 "Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth . . . " The primary meaning of the word "sanctify" (Gr. hagiason) is to consecrate, to set something or someone apart for God’s use. Thus, in the Old Testament the priests who ministered in the tabernacle, as well as the tabernacle itself and its furnishings and utensils, were said to be holy (Gr. hagios); they were set apart for use in the worship of God. The concept of sanctification is both positive and negative; it is a setting apart from sin and to God. In this case, the disciples are set apart from the world (v. 16) and set apart to serve God in the world (v. 18). The ethical connotations of sanctification arise from the fact that those who are set apart to God for his use are obligated to obey Him and to do those things which please Him. Thus, sanctification has both an objective and a subjective aspect. It is an objective fact that in Christ, we have already been called out of the world, set apart to God, and cleansed from sin (1 Cor. 1:2; 6:11; Eph. 5:26; 2 Thess. 2:13; Heb. 10:10; 1 Pet. 1:2). But it is also true that, as through the Spirit we continue to abide in Christ and come to know more of the truth about God, we become increasingly conformed to his character, devoted to his service, and separated from sin in our experience (Rom. 6:19, 22; 8:29; 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 4:15; 1 Pet. 1:14-16).
v. 19 "For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified . . . " The ground of our sanctification is Jesus’ atoning death on the cross. Here, he voluntarily consecrates himself to the task the Father has given him, to suffer and die on behalf of his disciples, in order that they may be set apart to God.
vv. 20-23 The unity for which Jesus prays also has both objective and subjective aspects. Objectively, all believers, without respect to time or geography, are united with Christ (Eph. 1:22; 4:4-6,16; 5:23). This is referred to as the invisible or universal church. Subjectively, this spiritual reality is seen in our relationships with other professing believers, the visible or local church. Such unity consists of our common agreement on the essentials of the gospel message, our sacrificial love for one another, and our commitment to Christ and his commission (Mt. 28:19-20). It does not imply agreement on every issue of doctrine, Christian living, or church government. The result of this supernatural unity is that the world will see revealed in and through us the glory of God, and that many will come out of the world to faith in Christ.
v. 24 "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory . . . " When Christ returns, not only will we see him revealed in glory, we will also share in his glory, being transformed into his likeness (Phlp. 3:20-21; Col. 3:4; 1 Jn. 3:21).
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