6	Lesson 2-10

5    The Book of Proverbs
[bookmark: _Toc428279649]Lesson 2-10
Consequences
Proverbs 15:20-29
Memorize This Week
The heart of the righteous weighs its answers, 
but the mouth of the wicked gushes evil.
Proverbs 15:28  
Dr. Waltke says,
The essential goal of the educational venture (v. 20) that is bound by ethics (v.21) and promoted by counsel and humility (v.23) has as its goal right conduct and right speaking (v.23).
Day 1 Of Wisdom and Folly (15:20-22)

1. What is the contrast between the joy of the wise son and foolish joy (15:20 – 21)? 



15:20 is almost the same as 10:1, except that “despises” replaces “grief.” This adds to their action the callousness of the one who inflicts grief on his mother. This is one of the consequences of despising the teaching.
The “the one who lacks sense” in Hebrew is “one who lacks heart”). The “heart” of a person represents the mind, the place where proper decisions are made. The one who has not developed the ability to make proper choices finds great delight in folly. This in spite of the fact that he is despising his parents’ teaching.

2. What is one of the chief characteristics of the person who despises the teaching (15:22)? 


Pray About This 
Is your inability to seek advice causing your plans to fail in your ignorance?
Day 2 In answers (15:23)

3. What are some of the benefits of following the teaching (15:23)? 



The term “giving an apt reply” is a literally “in the answer of his mouth”. The term “mouth” is a metonymy of cause for what he says. But because the parallelism is loosely synonymous, the answer given here must be equal to the good word spoken in season. So it is an answer that is proper or fitting. To say the right thing (words of love, encouragement, rebuke, or peacemaking) at the right time is useful, to say the right thing at the wrong time is counterproductive.
Pray About This 
How have you been able to use Proverbs to speak an apt word at the right time?
Day 3 [bookmark: _Toc428279652]of life and death (15:24)

4.  How does “the path of life” taught by your parents benefit the person who follows “the path” (15:24)? 



The verse is usually taken to mean that “upward” is a reference to physical life and well-being, and “going down to Sheol” is a reference to physical death, that is, the grave, because the concept of immortality is said not to appear in the book of Proverbs. The proverb then would mean that the wise live long and healthy lives. 
This verse, along with the following verses, give us characteristics of the godly: prudence (24), humility (25), purity (26), honesty (27), caution (28), and acceptability in prayer (29). [BKC, 15:24]
Pray About This 
On what trajectory is your life currently, upward or towards untimely death?
Day 4 

Day 5 of greed (15:25-27)

5.  How do these verses instruct us in God’s justice (15:25 – 27)? 


The “proud” in 15:25 have to be seen in contrast to the widow, and their “house” has to be interpreted in contrast to the widow’s territory which is marked off by boundary stones. The implication may be that the “proud” make their gain from the needy, and so God will set the balance right. The LORD administers justice in his time. The LORD champions the widow, the orphan, the poor, and the needy. These people were often the prey of the proud, who would take and devour their houses and lands. A historical example of this is Ahab’s greed in seizing Naboth’s vineyard – 1 Kings 21. God’s judgment shows up in isolation and in unproductive fields (Isaiah 5:8–10).
The greedy actions begin in “thoughts.” These are in contrast to “gracious words.” The thoughts of the wicked are to act to hurt people whom the Lord protects. Thus the Lord detests (abhors) these thoughts and actions that come from them. What the Lord wants us to do is not merely speak words that are gracious and pure (to him), but also to act to back them up. What is pleasant is delightful, lovely, enjoyable to the Lord.
The greedy (15:27) are “the ones who gain,” a person who is always making the big deal, getting the larger cut, or in a hurry to get rich. The verb makes it clear that their gain is by violence and usually unjust, since the root has the idea of “cut off; break off; gain by violence.” The line is contrasted with hating bribes, and so the gain in this line may be through bribery.
The words “bring ruin” translates the participle of ’okher which can have the connotation of making things difficult for the family, or completely ruining the family. In Joshua 7:1, Achan took some of the “banned things” and was put to death: Because he “troubled Israel,” the LORD would “trouble” him (take his life, Josh 7:25).
Bribes (Hebrew “gifts”) can be harmless enough, but in a setting like this they are in exchange for some “profit [or, gain].” Abram, for example, would not take anything that the king of Sodom had to offer, “lest [he] say, “I have made Abram rich” (Gen 14:22–24).
[bookmark: _Toc428279655]Pray About This 
Where might the one who sees the heart see that your heart has been corrupted by thoughts of gain?
Day 6 in words (15:28-29)

6. Why is it unwise to answer to quickly (15:28-29)? 


The verb yehgeh means “to muse; to meditate; to consider; to study.” It also involves planning, such as with the wicked “planning” a vain thing (Ps 2:1, which is contrasted with the righteous who “meditate” in the law [1:2]).
The advice of the proverb is to say less but better things. The wise—here called the righteous—are cautious in how they respond to others. They think about it (heart = mind) before speaking.

7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Why is it a bad thing for the Lord to be far from us (15:29)? 


To say that the LORD is “far” from the wicked is to say that he has made himself unavailable to their appeal—he does not answer them. 
The verb “hear” (שָׁמַע, shama’) has more of the sense of “respond to” in this context. If one “listens to the voice of the LORD,” for example, it means that he obeys the LORD. If one wishes God to “hear his prayer,” it means he wishes God to answer it.
God’s response to prayer is determined by the righteousness of the one who prays. A prayer of repentance by the wicked is an exception, for by it they would become the righteous (C. H. Toy, Proverbs [ICC], 316).
Pray About This 
Are you in the position for God to hear and answer your prayer? 
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