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[bookmark: _Toc428279649]Lesson 2-11
Commit to the Lord
Proverbs 15:30-16:8
Memorize This Week
 			Commit to the LORD whatever you do, 
        			and he will establish your plans. 
Proverbs 16:3   
Day 1 Gaining Understanding (15:30-32)
Have you ever had someone bring you good news and you knew it was good news by the expression in their eyes and on their face? Even before you heard the good news you felt better.
1. Why is wisdom “good news” (15:30)? 

2. How do those who disregard discipline “despise themselves” (15:31-32)? 

Reproof brings or preserves life. The New Living Translation renders this as “constructive criticism.” Discipline is reproof with the life-giving purpose.
To be “at home” (15:31) is in Hebrew “lodges.” This means to live with, to be at home with. The teachable person is among the wise.
To “despise oneself” means to reject oneself as if there was little value. The one who ignores discipline has devalued himself and is not interested in improving what he considers worthless.
Pray About This 
How would your attitude change if you could see rebuke as good news?
Day 2 humility before honor (15:33)
“Pain before gain” and “humility before honor” are common expressions. What do they really mean?
3.  How does humility relate to fearing the Lord (15:33)? 


[bookmark: _GoBack]The idea of the first line is similar to Proverbs 1:7 and 9:10. Here it may mean that the fear of the LORD results from the discipline of wisdom, just as easily as it may mean that the fear of the LORD leads to the discipline of wisdom. The second reading harmonizes with the theme in the book that the fear of the LORD is the starting point.
Pray About This 
When was the last time you literally humbled yourself by getting on your knees before God?
Day 3 [bookmark: _Toc428279652]The Lord’s Plans (16:1-4)
4. How do you see the Lord involved in human plans (16:1 – 2)? 


Humans may set things in order, plan out what they are going to say, but God sovereignly enables them to put their thoughts into words.
There are two ways this statement (16:1) can be taken: (1) what one intends to say and what one actually says are the same, or (2) what one actually says differs from what the person intended to say. The second view fits the contrast better. The proverb then is giving a glimpse of how God even confounds the wise. When someone is trying to speak [“answer” in the book seems to refer to a verbal answer] before others, the LORD directs the words according to his sovereign will.
The Hebrew term translated “pure” (zaḵ) is used in the Bible for pure oils or undiluted liquids; here it means unmixed actions. Therefore on the one hand people rather naively conclude that their actions are fine. Humans deceive themselves rather easily and so appear righteous in their own eyes; but the proverb says that God evaluates motives and so he alone can determine if the person’s ways are innocent.
5. What is the path to successfully carrying out plans (16:3 – 4)? 

“Commit” is from the Hebrew word for “roll.” The figure of rolling (an implied comparison), as in rolling one’s burdens on the LORD, is found also in Psalm 22:8; 37:5; and 55:22. It portrays complete dependence on the LORD. This would be accomplished with a spirit of humility and by means of diligent prayer, but the plan must also have God’s approval.
Pray About This 
What plans do you need to “roll out” before the Lord for his approval, correction, and involvement?
Day 4 Atone and Avoid (16:5-7)
Is it easier to ask forgiveness or get approval? Action oriented people often use this as justification for doing something to advance their business. But when it comes to sin we should much rather try to avoid sin than to seek to make amends for the wrong we have done.
6. What certainty is there in the life of the “proud of heart” (16:5)? 

“Will not go unpunished” is an understatement (tapeinosis) to stress first that they will certainly be punished; those who humble themselves before God in faith will not be punished.
7. How is sin atoned for and evil avoided (16:6)? 

The two words “love and faithfulness” are often found together to form a nominal hendiadys: “faithful loyal love.” The couplet often characterize the LORD, but here in parallel to the fear of the LORD it refers to the faithfulness of the believer. Such faith and faithfulness bring atonement for sin.
Atonement in the OT expiated sins (extinguished the guilt incurred by sins), it did not merely cover them over. C. H. Toy explains the meaning by saying it affirms that the divine anger against sin is turned away and man’s relation to God is as though he had not sinned (Proverbs [ICC], 322). Genuine repentance, demonstrated by loyalty and truthfulness, appeases the anger of God against one’s sin.
The Hebrew word translated “evil” (ra’) can in some contexts mean “calamity” or “disaster,” but here it seems more likely to mean “evil” in the sense of sin. Faithfulness to the LORD brings freedom from sin. The verse uses synonymous parallelism with a variant: One half speaks of atonement for sin because of the life of faith, and the other of avoidance of sin because of the fear of the LORD.
8. What is an additional benefit in living the Lord’s way (16:7)? 

The first line uses an infinitive in a temporal clause, followed by its subject in the genitive case: “in the taking pleasure of the LORD” = “when the LORD is pleased with.” So the condition set down for the second colon is a lifestyle that is pleasing to God.
The referent of the verb in the second colon is unclear. The straightforward answer is that it refers to the person whose ways please the LORD—it is his lifestyle that disarms his enemies. McKane comments that the righteous have the power to mend relationships (Proverbs [OTL], 491); see, e.g., 10:13; 14:9; 15:1; 25:21–22). The life that is pleasing to God will be above reproach and find favor with others. Some would interpret this to mean that God makes his enemies to be at peace with him (cf. KJV, NAB, NASB, NIV, NLT). This is workable, but in this passage it would seem God would do this through the pleasing life of the believer (cf. NCV, TEV, CEV).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  BIBLICAL STUDIES PRESS, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (2006) Pr 16:7.] 

[bookmark: _Toc428279655]Pray About This 
What sin would you like for the Lord to keep you from doing?
Day 5 better with less (16:8)
As we conclude another week of contemplation of God’s wisdom freely given to us to make our lives better both now and for eternity, we need to weigh the right treatment of others with the cost of doing right. That is the intent of the concluding proverb of this section.
9. Why is righteousness better than injustice if it cost you to do the right thing (16:8)? 
 
The lines contrast the modest income with the abundant income; but the real contrast is between righteousness and the lack of justice (or injustice). 
“Justice” is used for both legal justice and ethical conduct. It is contrasted with righteousness in 12:5 and 21:7; it describes ethical behavior in 21:3. Here the point is that unethical behavior tarnishes the great gain injustice will bring and will be judged by God.
Pray About This 
When would it have been better for you to settle for a little, rather than gaining a lot?
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