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Guard Your Use of Words
Proverbs 17:27-18:4
Memorize This Week
The one who has knowledge uses words with restraint, 
and whoever has understanding is even-tempered. 
Proverbs 17:27 (NIV)
Day 1 Restraint in Speech (17:27)  

1. What two features characterize those who understand wisdom? 


The one who has knowledge refers to one who is truly knowledgeable person. This is in contrast to the fool. One who has knowledge speaks carefully. 
Such a person is “cool of spirit.” This genitive of specification describes one who is “calm” (so NCV, TEV, CEV) or “even-tempered” (so NIV, NLT).[footnoteRef:1] [1: BIBLICAL STUDIES PRESS, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (2006).] 

Pray About This 
How can you remain calm in tense situations?
Day 2 The right to remain silent (17:28; 18:2)    
2. How can a foolish person appear wise (17:28)? 


The tense of the verb (imperfect) here denotes possibility: One who holds his tongue [may be considered] discerning. The proverb is teaching that silence is one evidence of wisdom, and that even a fool can thereby appear wise. D. Kidner says that a fool who takes this advice is no longer a complete fool (Proverbs [TOTC], 127). He does not, of course, become wise—he just hides his folly.[footnoteRef:2] [2: NET Bible Notes] 


3. What instead is the fool’s delight (18:2)? 


The expression, ‘finds no pleasure,’ forms an understatement (tapeinosis). The opposite is the point—he detests understanding or discernment.
So the fool takes pleasure “in uncovering” his heart (as the Hebrew literally says). This is a metonymy meaning “what is on his mind” (cf. NAB “displaying what he thinks”; NRSV “expressing personal opinion”). This kind of person is in love with his own ideas and enjoys spewing them out (W. McKane, Proverbs [OTL], 515). It is the kind of person who would ask a question, not to learn, but to show everyone how clever he is (cf. TEV).[footnoteRef:3] [3: NET Bible Notes] 

Pray About This 
When have you spoken up and should have remained silent?
Day 3 [bookmark: _Toc428279652]Voice of the unfriendly (18:1)  

4. What is key to grasping the quarreling of an unfriendly person (18:1)? 



This person is not merely anti-social, he is a problem for society since he will defy sound judgment. The Jewish oral tradition (Mishnah written down about 200 AD) uses the verse to teach the necessity of being part of a community because people have social responsibilities and need each other (m. Avot 2:4).
The Hebrew has “breaks out.” The NRSV translates as “showing contempt for” and the NLT conveys this attitude as “snarling at.” This individual breaks out in contention against sound judgment. He is in opposition to society (e.g., Prov 17:14; 20:3).[footnoteRef:4] [4: NET Bible Notes] 

Pray About This 
Have you acted out of selfishness instead of concern for others?
Day 4 Shame of Reproach (18:3)
5.  What will people inevitably say of the wicked? 

 
The NIV veers from the Masoretic Text which has “a wicked [person].” Many commentators emend the text to resha’, “wickedness” which makes better parallelism with “shame.” However, there is no external evidence for this emendation.
“Contempt” (buz) accompanies the wicked whose “reproach” (kherpah) goes with shame. This reproach refers to the critical rebukes and taunts of the community against a wicked person.[footnoteRef:5] [5: NET Bible Notes] 


[bookmark: _Toc428279655]Pray About This 
Do you show contempt for those who act wickedly?
Day 5 Depth in Speech (18:4)
6. How are the words of the wise like a rushing stream? 


The metaphor “deep waters” indicates either that the words have an inexhaustible supply or that they are profound (only other occurrence in 20:5).
There is debate about the nature of the parallelism between the two lines of verse 4. The major options are: (1) synonymous parallelism, (2) antithetical parallelism (e.g., NAB, NIV, NCV) or (3) formal parallelism. Normally a vav would begin an antithetical clause; the structure and the ideas suggest that the second colon continues the idea of the first half, but in a parallel way rather than as additional predicates. The metaphors used in the proverb elsewhere describe the wise.
The ‘fountain of wisdom’ is an implied comparison (hypocatastasis). The fountain of wisdom being the person who speaks. The Greek version has “fountain of life” instead of “wisdom,” probably influenced from 10:11.
As a rushing stream is a metaphor meaning that wisdom is a continuous source of refreshing and beneficial ideas.[footnoteRef:6] [6: NET Bible Notes] 

Pray About This 
How can you speak wisdom refreshingly?
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