6      Proverbs 18:5-21	Lesson 2-15

5    The Book of Proverbs	Lesson 2-15
[bookmark: _Toc428279649]Lesson 2-15
Will You Learn 
Words of Wisdom?
Proverbs 18:5-21
Memorize This Week
The name of the LORD is a fortified tower; 
the righteous run to it and are safe. 
Proverbs 18:10 (NIV)
Day 1 [bookmark: _GoBack]The Danger of Evil Talk (18:5-8)
We begin this week where we will end it, with a study on the effect our words have on ourselves and on others. If we are to have harmony in the community of friends, we have to beware the danger of speaking evil.
1. What do you see that ties these four verses together? 


The expression “not good” in 18:5 is a figure of speech known as tapeinosis, a deliberate understatement to emphasize a worst-case scenario: “it is terrible!”
“to be partial” expresses the Hebrew idiom “lifting up the face of” (e.g., Deut 10:17; Mal 2:9).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Most notes from The NET Bible First Edition Notes (2006) ] 

The chiasmus in vv. 6–7 is obvious (lips, mouth, mouth, lips). Somewhat less conspicuously, v. 5 refers to heeding evil talk at the gate, and v. 8 describes the pleasures that malicious slander can give.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  GARRETT, D. A., Proverbs, 164.] 

2. What advice is Solomon giving on how to avoid being influenced by such evil talk? 


“Strife” (18:6) is the cause of the beating or flogging that follows. “Invite” is the Hebrew “calls for.” This is personification: What the fool says “calls for” a beating or flogging. The fool deserves punishment, but does not actually request it.
What a fool says can ruin him (18:7). Calamity and misfortune can come to a person who makes known his lack of wisdom by what he says. It may be that his words incite anger, or merely reveal stupidity; in either case, he is in trouble.
When the choice morsels of gossip are received, they go down like delicious food—into the innermost being. R. N. Whybray says, “There is a flaw in human nature that assures slander will be listened to” (Proverbs [CBC], 105).
Pray About This 
When have you been taken in by juicy gossip?
Day 2 Security: True and False  (18:9-12)
While everyone faces the same type of dangers in life, some feel that they are better prepared and able to cope with the difficulties. How secure can one be?
3. Why is being ‘slack’ in your work akin to destroying things on the job (18:9)? 


The participle translated “showing oneself slack” is from a verb that means “to sink; to relax,” and in the causative stem “to let drop” the hands. This is the lazy person who does not even try to work.
4. Why is wealth such a danger to security (18:10-12)? 


The “name” here signifies not the personal name “Yahweh,” for that would be redundant in the expression “the name of Yahweh,” but refers to the attributes of the LORD (cf. Exodus 34:5–7)—here his power to protect.
“Fortified city” in Heb “a tower of strength.” The metaphor “strong tower” indicates that God is a secure refuge. 
The metaphor of “running” to the LORD refers to a whole-hearted and unwavering trust in God’s protection (e.g., Isa 40:31).
18:11 forms a contrast with the previous one. The rich, unlike the righteous, trust in wealth and not in God.
Their security is only in their mind. It is an observation saying, reporting a common assumption without commenting on it. The juxtaposition with the last verse is a loud criticism of this misguided faith.
The term “heart” (18:12) is a metonymy of subject, referring to the seat of the spiritual and intellectual capacities—the mind, the will, the motivations and intentions. Proud ambitions and intentions will lead to a fall.
Pray About This 
How confident are you that nothing will happen in your life that you cannot overcome with your own resources?
Day 3 Are You Teachable? (18:13-15)
Key to learning is being teachable! Whether or not our study of Proverbs will benefit us in life will be determined not merely by how much we study now, but also by a lifelong habit we acquire.
5. What things are key to those who would face adversity successfully (18:13-15)? 


Poor listening and premature answering indicate that the person has a low regard for what the other is saying, or that he is too absorbed in his own ideas. 
The figure of a “crushed spirit” (ASV, NAB, NCV, NRSV “a broken spirit,” comparing depression to something smashed or crushed) suggests a broken will, a loss of vitality, despair, and emotional pain. 
The “ear” listens to instruction, and the heart considers what is heard to acquire knowledge. The wise continually seek more knowledge. D. Kidner says, “Those who know most, know best, how little they know” (Proverbs [TOTC], 129). The wise are seeking as they hear.
Pray About This 
Would people who know you consider you teachable?
Day 4 Justice & Courts (18:16-19)
Wisdom can be found in the discernment that we show towards how the world works, whether it is good people operating or bad people misbehaving. Regardless, we need a ‘non-sugar coated’ view of how things stand.
6. What two great errors are the basis for the instruction in 18:16-17?  


There is progression in 18:16 that helps form the synthetic parallelism. The gift first “opens the way” for the person, that is, extending a place for him, and then “ushers” him in among the greats.
18:17 is a continuous sentence teaching that there must be cross-examination (compare Psalm 139:1) to settle legal disputes. There are two sides in any disputes, and so even though the first to present his case sounds right, it must be challenged. searching and investigating to know something (e.g., Ps 139:1).
7. Why is it in everyone’s best interest to see disputes settled in a way that seems fair to everyone (18:17-18)?

The assumption behind the practice of casting lots (18:18) is that providence played the determining role in the casting of lots. If both parties accepted this, then the issue could be resolved. It is solving a fairly divided issue by a coin toss.
18:19 points out the danger of having unresolved disputes. It changes a friend or a relative into an enemy by abuse or strife—the bars go up, as it were. And the “walls” that are erected are not easily torn down.
[bookmark: _Toc428279655]Pray About This 
How has an unresolved dispute caused you to distance yourself from a close friend?
Day 5 The Power of Words (18:20-21)
Some people make their living almost entirely with their use of words, while for others speaking is such an integral part of their job that they don’t even think about it. Most people have to communicate well in order to make a living.
8. What effect can words have on our life (18:20-21)? 
 
Two synonymous images are used in 18:20: the first is from the orchard, “fruit” of the mouth and the second from the field,  “harvest” of their lips. Both lines teach that speech is productive. Productive speech is not just satisfying—it meets the basic needs of life. There is a practical return for beneficial words.
18:21 reminds us that what people say can lead to life or death. Those who enjoy talking must “eat” its fruit, whether good or bad. The expression “eating the fruit” is an implied comparison; it means accept the consequences of loving to talk (cf. TEV).
Pray About This 
When has your mouth gotten you into trouble?
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