12	Lesson ?

11    The Book of Proverbs
[bookmark: _Toc428279649]Lesson 2-17
Develop Discernment
Proverbs 20:5-21:8
Memorize This Week
Even small children are known by their actions, 
 		so is their conduct really pure and upright? 
Proverbs 20:11 (NIV)    

Our study this week deals with a wide variety of proverbs which don’t always tie together except as they are descriptive of human character and how to discern what people are really like.

Verses 20:5 and 21:8 can be read as an envelope. The former articulates the importance of discernment in dealing with people: a person is not always what he or she seems. The latter gives the simplest, most basic guideline in character discernment: the evil are twisted, but the good are upright. By itself 21:8 seems like a pointless tautology; but when read as the conclusion to the series of proverbs begun in 20:5, it is an apt closure to the whole. Like Jesus’ teaching that a tree is judged by its fruit, this text ends by saying that people can be evaluated by their conduct (Matt 7:17–19; 12:33; Luke 6:43–44).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  GARRETT, XIV, 175.] 

Day 1 Discernment (20:5 and 21:8) 
These two verses serve as the edges of an envelope which brings together the other 31 sayings.
1. What ability does God give to people of insight? 


20:5  The noun means “advice, counsel”; it can have the connotation of planning or making decisions. Those with understanding can sort out plans or purposes.
The motives or plans of a person are deep waters so they are difficult to fathom. It takes someone with understanding to discover and surface them (the verb in the last colon continues the figure with the sense of bringing the plans to the surface and sorting them out).[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The NET Bible First Edition Notes (2006) Pr 20:5.] 

21:8 The Hebrew word vazar occurs only here and is translated “guilty” from an Arabic cognate meaning “to bear a burden” and so “to be sin laden” or “guilty.” Literally it is the guilty person (or man). 
The verbal form hafakhfakh is an adjective with an intensified meaning “very devious; crooked” (from the verb “to overturn”). It draws attention to the “pure” or “innocent” person in contrast to the previously mentioned wicked.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  NET Bible Notes Pr 21:8.] 

Pray About This 
In what way is it right to judge others and when is it wrong to judge them? 
Day 2 by Integrity (20:5-12)
2. What are the marks of a faithful person (20:6-11)?


20:6  This is a rhetorical question pointing out that a truly faithful friend is very difficult to find.
20:7  The first term, righteous, describes a member of the covenant community who strives to live according to God’s standards. The second, blameless, emphasizes the resulting lifestyle, 
The nature and the actions of parents have an effect on children (e.g., Exodus 20:4–6); if the parents are righteous, the children will enjoy a blessing—the respect and the happiness which the parent reflects on them.
20:8  The phrase with his eyes indicates that the king will closely examine or look into all the cases that come before him. This is one of the chief functions of government.
20:9  The verse is a rhetorical question; it is affirming that no one can say this because no one is pure and free of sin. The Hebrew verb, “clean” (taher) is a Levitical term. To claim this purity would be to claim that moral and cultic perfection had been attained and therefore one was acceptable to God in the present condition. Of course, no one can claim this; even if one thought it true, it is impossible to know all that is in the heart as God knows it.
20:10  Behind this proverb is the image of the dishonest merchant who has different sets of weights and measures which are used to cheat customers. The Lord hates dishonesty in business transactions.
20:11  In the first nine chapters of the book of Proverbs the Hebrew term na’ar referred to an adolescent, a young person whose character was being formed in his early life.
The Hebrew verb nakhar means “to recognize” more than simply “to know.” Certain character traits can be recognized in a child by what he does. Character is demonstrated by actions at any age. But the emphasis of the book of Proverbs would also be that if the young child begins to show such actions, then the parents must try to foster and cultivate them; if not, they must try to develop them through teaching and discipline.
3. How has God equipped you to evaluate people (20:12)?

20:12 These two basic senses may represent all the senses the LORD has given to people. But in the book of Proverbs seeing and hearing come to the fore. By usage “hearing” also means obeying (15:31; 25:12), and “seeing” also means perceiving and understanding (Isa 6:9–10). The verse not only credits God with making these faculties of hearing and sight and giving them to people, but it also emphasizes their spiritual use in God’s service.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  NET BIBLE NOTES,  Pr 20:6-12.] 

Pray About This 
Are you a person that godly friends can count on?
Day 3 Alert to character (20:13-21)
4. What character traits do you see in these verses (20:13, 18, 19, 20)? 

 
5. What truths about humanity are in these verses (20:14, 15, 16, 17)? 


20:13  The proverb uses antithetical parallelism to teach that diligence leads to prosperity. It contrasts loving sleep with opening the eyes, and poverty with satisfaction. Just as “sleep” can be used for slothfulness or laziness, so opening the eyes can represent vigorous, active conduct. The idioms have caught on in modern usage as well—things like “open your eyes” or “asleep on the job.”
20:14  This proverb reflects standard procedure in the business world. When negotiating the transaction the buyer complains how bad the deal is for him, or how worthless the prospective purchase, but then later brags about what a good deal he got. The proverb will alert the inexperienced as to how things are done.
20:15  The verse is usually taken as antithetical parallelism: There may be gold and rubies but the true gem is knowledge. Lips that impart knowledge are the true jewel to be sought.
20:16  Taking a garment was the way of holding someone responsible to pay debts (Exodus 22:24–26; Deuteronomy 24:10–13). Because this is a high risk security pledge (e.g., 6:1–5), the creditor is to deal more severely than when the pledge is given by the debtor for himself. The one for whom the pledge is taken is called “a stranger” and “foreign.” These two words do not necessarily mean that the individual or individuals are non-Israelite—just outside the community and not well known.
20:17  Fraud is in Heb “bread of deceit.” This refers to food gained through dishonest means. The image of food and eating is carried throughout the proverb. Food taken by fraud seems sweet at first, but afterward it is not. To end up with a mouth full of gravel (a mass of small particles; e.g., Job 20:14–15; Lamentations 3:16) implies by comparison that what has been taken by fraud will be worthless and useless and certainly in the way (like food turning into sand and dirt).
20:18  There have been attempts by various commentators to take “war” figuratively to mean life’s struggles, litigation, or evil inclinations. But there is no need for such interpretations. The proverb describes the necessity of taking counsel before going to war.
20:19  A gossip is slanderer (NASB), a tale-bearer (KJV, ASV), or an informer. McKane observes that these people are not necessarily malicious—they just talk too much.
“avoid” is the Hithpael imperfect (of prohibition or instruction) from ’arav. In this context, it means “to exchange pledges; to have fellowship with [or, share].” The proverb is warning people to have nothing to do with gossips.
20:20  “Cursing” is the Piel participle of qalal, which means “to be light.” In the Piel stem it means “to take lightly; to treat as worthless; to treat contemptuously; to curse.” Under the Mosaic law such treatment of parents brought a death penalty (Exodus 21:17; Leviticus 20:9; Deuteronomy 27:16).
“His lamp” is a figure known as hypocatastasis (an implied comparison) meaning “his life.” For the lamp to be extinguished would mean death (e.g., 13:9) and possibly also the removal of posterity. 
20:21  If the inheritance is obtained quickly, it could mean prematurely (e.g., Luke 15:12) or cruelly (19:26). The inheritance is gained without labor or without preparation. 
The form is the Pual imperfect, “will not be blessed,” suggesting that divine justice is at work. The Hebrew verb means “enriched, made fruitful, prospered.” Whatever the inheritance was, it will not reach its full potential or even remain permanent.
Pray About This 
What bad character traits from these verses do you see in yourself?
Day 4 the role of Government (20:22-21:3)
6. What role does God play in the lives of people (20:22-24)? 


20:22  The verse is directly instructive. It warns that the righteous should not take vengeance on the wicked, for only God can do that. To “wait” on the LORD requires faith in him, reliance on divine justice, and patience. It means that the wrongs done to a person will have to be endured for a time. After the imperative, wait, the jussive is subordinated in a purpose or result clause: “wait for the LORD so that he may deliver you.” The verb yosha’ means “to save (NASB); to deliver (NIV); to give victory”; in this context it means “deliver from the evil done to you,” and so “vindicate” is an appropriate connotation.
20:23  This is one of the things God will judge. Detests in Heb is “an abomination of the LORD.” abhors.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  NET BIBLE NOTES,  Pr 20:13-23.] 

20:24  To say that one’s steps are directed by the LORD means that one’s course of actions, one’s whole life, is divinely prepared and sovereignly superintended (e.g., Genesis 50:26; Proverbs 3:6). Ironically, man is not actually in control of his own steps.
The rhetorical questions contrasts between mortal and the immortal: “and man, how can he understand his way?” It affirms that humans cannot understand very much at all about their lives.
20:25  It would be a “trap” because it would lead people into financial difficulties; Leviticus 27 talks about foolish or rash vows.
7. How does the government do God’s work (20:26, 28, 30)? 


20:26  The sage draws on the process of winnowing to explain how the king uncovers and removes wickedness. He will separate good people from bad people like wheat is separated from chaff. The image of winnowing is also used in divine judgment. Driving a wheel over the wheat represents the threshing process; the sharp iron wheels of the cart would easily serve the purpose (e.g., Isaiah 28:27–28).
20:27  The expression translated “the human spirit” is the inner spiritual part of human life that was breathed in at creation (Genesis 2:7) and that constitutes humans as spiritual beings with moral, intellectual, and spiritual capacities. The “lamp” is the metaphor which signifies that the human spirit functions as a conscience, enabling people to know and please God, and directing them in choices that will be life-giving. 
20:28  The first word is the covenant term for “loyal love; loving-kindness; mercy”; and the second is “truth” in the sense of what is reliable and dependable. The two words often are joined together to form a hendiadys: “faithful love.” That a hendiadys is intended here is confirmed by the fact that the second line uses only the critical word “loyal love.”
The emphasis is on the Davidic covenant (2 Samuel 7:11–16; Psalm 89:19–37). It is the LORD and his faithful love for his covenant that ultimately makes the empire secure. But the enjoyment of divine protection requires the king to show loyal love as well.
20:29  “Grey hair” is a metonymy of adjunct; it represents everything valuable about old age—dignity, wisdom, honor, experience, as well as worry and suffering of life. At the very least, since they survived, they must know something. At the most, they were the sages and elders of the people.
20:30 The Septuagint has “blows and contusions fall on evil men, and stripes penetrate their inner beings”; the Latin has “the bruise of a wound cleanses away evil things.” Physical punishment may prove spiritually valuable. Other proverbs say that some people will never learn from this kind of punishment, but in general this may be the only thing that works for some cases.
21:1  “Heart” is a metonymy of subject; it signifies the ability to make decisions, if not the decisions themselves. The farmer channels irrigation ditches where he wants them, where they will do the most good; so does the LORD with the king. No king is supreme; the LORD rules.
21:2  Even though people think they know themselves, the LORD evaluates motives as well (e.g., 16:2).
21:3  The LORD prefers righteousness above religious service (e.g., 15:8; 21:29; 1 Samuel 15:22; Psalm 40:6–8; Isaiah 1:11–17). This is not a rejection of ritual worship, rather, religious acts are without value apart from righteous living.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  NET BIBLE NOTES,  Pr 20:24-21:3.] 

Pray About This 
How willing are you to submit to being governed? 
Day 5 devices of the wicked (21:4-8)
8. What things are characteristic of the wicked? 


21:4  Heb “the tillage [nir] of the wicked is sin” (so NAB). The word “tillage” is figurative, of course, signifying that the agricultural product (the point of the comparison) of the wicked is sin. 
The form in the text, nir, is a homonym that occurs four times from a root, nwq, which is translated “lamp” (1 Kings 11:36; 15:4; 2 Kings 8:19; and 2 Chronicles 21:7) referring to the “lamp” of the house of David, a son on the throne. Some versions [ASV, ESV, HCSB, NASB95, NIV84] take this word that way and translate, “Haughty eyes and a proud heart, the lamp of the wicked, are sin.” The major lexicons [BDB, HALOT] agree with this.
Dr. Waltke and the new NIV along with the NET Bible suggest that nir which all translations say means “unplowed field” (13:23; Jeremiah 4:3; Hosea 10:12) may be the meaning here as well. Thus they translate 21:4 as,
4 Haughty eyes and a proud heart— 
the unplowed field of the wicked—produce sin. 

Waltke says, “An ‘unplowed field’ is a fitting metaphor for the arrogant and the wicked. These incorrigible people are not amenable to moral instruction and produce bad moral fruit (compare 13:23).” Their haughty eyes and proud heart have never been plowed up that the word of God might produce something good there.

[bookmark: _GoBack]21:5  The word “diligent” is an adjective used substantively. The related verb means “to cut, sharpen, decide,” so the adjective describes one who is “sharp”—one who acts decisively. The word “hasty” has the idea of being pressed or pressured into quick actions. 
21:6  The Hebrew (hevel nidaf) is properly “a driven vapor.” The point of the metaphor is that the ill-gotten gains will vanish into thin air. 
21:7  The second colon of the verse is the causal clause, explaining why they are dragged away. They are not passive victims of their circumstances or their crimes. They choose to persist in their violence and so it destroys them.  Heb “they refuse to do justice” (so ASV); NASB “refuse to act with justice.”
Pray About This 
Where have you seen violence come back upon the perpetrator?
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