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DEFENDING HEALING ON SABBATH
John 5 :19-47
 In this study, we will come to the heart of the issue. Perhaps you have an idea of what that is, but be open to hearing the voice of the Son of God as He deals not only with the Jews, but also with you as you study.
Day One
Jesus has healed on the key day of the week, Sabbath (5:1-9). The problem was their interpretation of what was work and what was rest … or at least of who was doing what!
Lord, 
You are the author and giver of life. I ask you that this week you will show me anew this truth as I humble come before you in study.
Amen
1. In what three ways does Jesus show the Jews he is equal to the Father? (v.17, 22, 23)


2. What are the greater works? (v.21-22)

Are judgment and condemnation the same thing? (3:17; 5:22)

Day Two
A great day is coming, but are we ready for it? It will bring victory … and judgment.
O Judge of All,
Prepare my heart, which you know better than anyone including myself, to hear Your words spoken by Your Son so long ago. Show me their relevance to me today and lead me into eternal life.        Amen 
3. What does v. 24 say is essential to having eternal life? 

4. What will be the result of the final judgment? (25-29; Daniel 12:2-3)

Are you ready to stand before Christ and be judged?

Day Three
This is not the first time that we have heard of the resurrection and the judgment to come. Nor is it the first time that we have considered the claims of Christ, but maybe it is the first time that we will really hear.
Loving Father, 
I ask  you to open my heart and mind and memory to see how you have been testifying to me of the way back to You. 
Amen
5. Why is Jesus’ judgment accurate (just)? (5:30; 8:16)

6. Who is Jesus first witness? (5:31-35; 1:23, 29, 34)

7. What was the Jews response to this first witness? (5:35)

Are you a witness to Jesus?

Day Four
Many people are confident, but wrong. They are absolutely certain of their own way, the way they have chosen or been taught. Confidence is neither wisdom nor faith.
Lord, 
Take me out of my own confidence and direct my thoughts and steps toward You. Show me the way of life everlasting.
Amen 
8.  What testimony was “weightier” than John’s? (5:36)

9.  Who else testifies concerning Jesus? How? (5:37)

10.  What did the Jews not know about God? (5:37-38)

Why is it not enough to diligently study the Scriptures? What more is needed? (5:39)

Day Five
What keeps people from God? Today, we want to consider the heart of the issue that is the final obstacle between us and eternal life.
Father, 
As you sent Your Son because You love us, so now open our hearts and minds to see the obstacle in our life that keeps us from You and the life that is only possible in You.
Amen
11. Why didn’t Jesus accept praise from men? (5:41) 

12. How did Jesus know they did not have the love of God in their hearts? (5:42-44; see 2:24-25)

13. Why is their accuser  Moses, not Jesus? (5:45-47)

Is there something keeping you from the eternal life that the Father and Son want to give?

Bonus Material
v. 17 My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working . . . Here Jesus answers the charge that he was breaking the Sabbath by healing and doing other works (see Ex. 20:8-11). In similar disputes, Jesus argues that the law against "working" on the Sabbath, properly understood, does not prohibit doing acts of mercy (Matt. 12:12; Jn. 7:22-23). Jesus also asserts his own supremacy over Sabbath regulations, calling himself "Lord of the Sabbath" (Matt. 12:8). However, in this passage, Jesus’ defense is based on his relationship to God. Even the Jews agreed that God Himself works on the Sabbath, otherwise the whole world would cease to operate. Therefore, since God works continuously, Jesus is only following his Father’s example by doing these things. In other words, whatever factors justify God in working on the Sabbath also justify Jesus in doing so. By using this argument, Jesus is in effect claiming the rights and privileges of deity. The Jews understand this, and seek to kill him as a result (v. 18; see also Jn. 10:30-33). It is interesting to note that several of Jesus’ healing miracles occur on the Sabbath, perhaps to emphasize the fact that those whom Christ heals from sin find a "Sabbath-rest" from their works in him (Heb. 4:9-10).
v. 19 "the Son can do nothing by himself . . . " Although Jesus is equal with God (Jn. 1:1; Phil. 2:6), he subordinates his own will to that of the Father. He does nothing on his own initiative but follows the Father’s example in everything. As a result, there is a perfect agreement of purpose and action between the Father and Son (see also Jn. 5:30, 8:42; 12:49).
v. 20 "For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does . . . " Jesus explains how he is able to obey and imitate the Father in every way: the Father, because of His love for the Son, reveals to him everything He is doing. As a result, Jesus reveals God perfectly by everything he does (Jn. 1:18, 14:9; Heb. 1:3).
"he will show him even greater things than these . . . " The "greater things" are the power to give life to the dead and to pronounce final judgment (vv. 21-22).
vv. 21-22 Although Jesus acts in perfect agreement with the will of the Father, he is more than merely God’s agent. God has entrusted everything into his hands (Jn. 3:35), including the power to give life and to judge (see vv. 26-27). The "life" Christ gives is both spiritual life and bodily resurrection (vv. 24, 28-29). The "judgment" is that which he will execute on the last day (Rom. 2:5-16; Rev. 20:11-15). Note that Jesus gives life "to whom he is pleased to give it." In other words, God sovereignly chooses the recipients of His mercy, independently of what we may do or not do (see Rom. 9:11-18; Eph. 1:4-11).
v. 23 "that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father . . . " The Father has entrusted the Son with authority to give life and execute judgment, so that all may honor the Son in the same way as they honor the Father (see Phil. 2:9-11). This statement speaks strongly of Jesus’ equality with God the Father. Since God refuses to share his glory with another (Isa. 42:8), the one with whom He does share his glory is not "another," but God.
"He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him . . . " It is impossible to honor and worship God the Father without honoring and worshiping God the Son, because they are one in being and activity. There is no possibility of finding acceptance with God apart from Jesus Christ (Jn. 14:6-7; Acts 14:6; 1 Jn. 2:23).
v. 24 "whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life . . . " This verse teaches several important truths. First, believing Jesus’ words and believing God are the same thing, because Jesus speaks only what God has commanded him to say (Jn. 12:49-50). Second, the final destiny of the believer is secure and certain; this person "has" eternal life, "will not" be condemned, and "has crossed over" from death to life (see Jn. 6:39, 10:27-29; 1 Jn. 5:11-13). Third, the believer need not fear God’s judgment, for the judge himself, Jesus Christ, has already assured us that we will not be condemned.
v. 25 "a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live . . . " Jesus is speaking here of two kinds of life, signified by two "times". The time which "has now come" is the present age, when those who are spiritually dead are given spiritual life through faith in Christ (v. 24; see notes on Jn. 3:3). The time which "is coming" is when "all who are in their graves" will be resurrected (vv. 28-29; see 1 Cor. 15:22-24; Rev. 20:4-5).
v. 29 "those who have done good will rise to live . . . " Jesus is not saying that these people have earned life by their actions. Their good deeds are the fruit of the spiritual life which they have received through faith in Christ (see Jn. 3:21; 1 Jn. 2:3-6).
vv. 31-32 "If I testify about myself, my testimony is not valid . . . " Jesus is not saying that his own statements about himself are false; rather, he is referring to his complete dependence on the Father. Since he has claimed to do only what the Father communicates to him (vv. 19, 30), his words would be false unless they were verified by the Father. The Father has provided this verification in four ways: through the testimony of John the Baptist (v. 33); through Jesus’ ministry (v. 36); through the Father’s own witness (v. 37), and through the Scriptures (v. 39).
v. 35 "John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light . . . " This is likely an allusion to one of the Messianic Psalms, in which God promises to place David’s descendant on his throne and to "set up a lamp for my anointed one" (Ps. 132:17). John the Baptist testified to Jesus as the promised Messiah, and the Jews rejoiced in this message, but only "for a time." When Jesus actually appeared on the scene and did not fulfill the political expectations they had of the Messiah, they rejected him.
v. 36 "the very work which the Father has given me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me . . . " This "work" encompasses all of Jesus earthly ministry, including the signs he performed and ultimately, his death on the cross (Jn. 19:30). These "testify" to Jesus’ identity by fulfilling the Old Testament and revealing his divine origin (Lk. 7:21-22; Jn. 10:30-38). All of these works were part of the mission given to him by the Father, to "seek and to save what was lost" (Lk. 19:10).
vv. 37-38 "the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me . . . " The second testimony is the personal witness of the Father himself. Jesus does not state whether he is referring to the voice of God at his baptism (Mk. 1:9-11), the inner witness of the Spirit in the heart of the believer (1 Jn. 5:9-10), or more generally, to all of God’s word and witness concerning the Son.
"nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent . . . " Not only do the Jews not believe Jesus, they do not believe their own Bible. For if they had truly understood and believed the Old Testament Scriptures, they would have recognized Jesus as the one to whom those Scriptures pointed.
vv. 39-40 "You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life . . . " The Jews’ failure to accept Christ as their Messiah was not due to a lack of study or lack of knowledge of the Scriptures. On the contrary, they were diligent Bible scholars. But their study was not motivated by faith; rather, it was an attempt to gain eternal life through their own works. All such attempts at self-righteousness are rooted in pride and are worthless (Eph. 2:8-9). As a result, like Nicodemus, they did not "know the Scriptures or the power of God" (Mk. 12:24). In all their studies, they had missed the central focus of the Old Testament: Jesus Christ. Studying the Scriptures has value only as it produces faith in, and obedience to, him.
"These are the Scriptures that testify about me . . . " Several passages in John reveal that the Old Testament Scriptures testify to Christ (Jn. 1:45; 2:22; 3:10; 5:46; 20:9). As D. A. Carson remarks in his commentary on John, "By predictive prophecy, by type, by revelatory event and by anticipatory statue, what we call the Old Testament is understood to point to Christ, his ministry, his teaching, his death and resurrection." In other words, not only the prophecies concerning the Messiah, but also the law, and even some of the people and events of the Old Testament point forward to Christ (see Jn. 3:14).
v. 41 "I do not accept praise from men . . . " Jesus was so fixed on obeying the commission he had received from the Father that the praise of men meant nothing to him.
v. 43 "I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him . . . " God created us as beings who are driven to worship, and if people refuse to worship Him, they will worship something else. If they refuse to follow the true Messiah, they will end up following a false one.
v. 44 "How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God . . . " Seeking the praise of men is inconsistent with faith, because it is motivated by pride. We cannot serve both Self and God. As Paul writes, "If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ" (Gal. 1:10; see Phil. 3:7-9).
vv. 45-47 "Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set . . . " The Jews had failed to receive the one of whom Moses wrote, thus proving that they had not understood or believed Moses. They thought that their law-keeping would earn them salvation, but the law could never fulfill this purpose (Rom. 3:20, 28; 8:3, Gal. 2:16). Those who seek to be justified through the law will be judged by that law and found guilty (Rom. 2:12).
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