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Day One
Jesus’ ascendency has encountered a lot of opposition. In Galilee, many of His disciples have stopped following because of His teachings about Himself. In Judea, the Jews are trying figure out ways to kill Him because He breaks the Sabbath and claims equality with God. 
Father,
Your Son went through a great many struggles here on earth with people who did not believe Him. Show me how His situation is similar to my own. Teach me to be wise in my dealings with others.
Amen 
1. Why wouldn’t Jesus go up to the Feast (7:1; see 5:18; 7:19-20, 25)? 

2. Why would Jesus even go up to this Feast (Exodus 23:16-17; Deuteronomy 16:13-16)? 

For further study on the Feast of Tabernacles see Leviticus 23:33-43 and Numbers 29:12-38.

Have you had someone hate you because you are a Christian?
Day Two
Family can be great, but also a burden to bear if one is following Jesus. As a man, He experienced some of the same difficulties we as Christians do with our families. Now His own family confronts Him about His teachings.
Father 
I love my family, but I also love You. Teach me today how to be faithful to You while also loving my family. Some of them do not know you as Savior. Show me how to help them see your Son.
Amen
3. What advice did His brothers give Jesus (7:3)? 

4. What did they want Him to do (7:4)? 

5. What was their motive? 

How do your siblings feel about you being a Christian?

Day Three
Timing is everything. Sometimes we run ahead of God's perfect schedule and then get frustrated when things don’t work out. Has God abandoned us? That’s how we feel sometimes. But the fault is ours in wanting to be recognized now for what God only wants to reveal later. From Jesus we can learn the patience of waiting on God.
Father 
There are things about Your plan for our world, my family, and my life that I don’t understand. My chief area of ignorance is about Your timing. I freely admit that I don’t know when Your Son is to return, but I still speculate about it and wish it was today. Show me how to trust Your timing in all things.
Amen
6. What did Jesus tell His brothers (7:5-8)? 

7. Do you think Jesus was lying to His brothers about going? Why or why not? 



8. Did the world hate Him (7:6-7)? 

Should a Christian keep silent about the evil things done in the world today? Why or why not?


Day Four
Jesus does go up to this Feast in His own way at His own time. He is very aware of the various opinions about Him, but He also knows the Father’s plan and the timing for that plan. Nothing and no one is going to derail Jesus from the Cross at the right time.
Father,
Show me today the wrong so that I might understand the right. Help me to see where even my own opinions about Jesus are in error. I want to know Him as He was that I may know You as You are.
Amen
9. How did Jesus finally go up to Jerusalem (7:10)? 

10. What was happening there before Jesus arrived (7:11-12)? 


11. Why wouldn’t people speak openly about Jesus (7:13; 9:22)? 

What would happen to you if all your family and friends abandoned you over faith in Jesus?



Bonus Material
v. 1 purposely staying away from Judea  because the Jews there were waiting to  take his life . . . John tells us again that  the Jewish leaders were attempting to kill  Jesus (see 5:18). But he did not avoid  them out of fear. He was waiting for the  proper time to surrender himself to them,  after his work had been completed (see  vv. 6-8; also 10:17-18).  
v. 2 The Feast of Tabernacles lasted a full week,  and was celebrated in the seventh month  of the Jewish year, our September/October  (see Lev. 23:33-43). It was celebrated the  gathering of the grape and olive crops, and  also commemorated the time when Israel  lived in booths, or "tabernacles," during the  forty years in the wilderness after their  exodus from Egypt. During this feast, the  whole population lived in temporary  shelters constructed out of branches and  leaves (Lev. 23:42-43).
vv. 3-5 Jesus’ brothers encourage him to travel to  Jerusalem to demonstrate his miracle working  powers. Not only would there be  thousands of religiously observant Jews in  the city for the feast, but Jerusalem was  the center of Jewish political and religious  life. From a human point of view, there  could be no better time or place for Jesus  to establish his reputation. However, their  advice was not motivated by faith.  Although they believed Jesus had the  power to perform miracles, they did not yet  understand the significance of those  miracles; they did not accept his identity as  the divine Messiah, as they later would  (see Acts 1:14).
v. 6 Jesus told them, "The right time for me  has not yet come . . . " Jesus rejects the  temptation to glorify himself by displaying  his powers, just as he rejected a similar  temptation by Satan (Matt. 4:5-7). He  does this for two reasons. First, it was not  Jesus’ place to glorify himself, but rather to  receive glory from the Father (Jn. 8:54;  16:14; 17:1). Second, the means of his  glorification would not be public miracle working,  but his death, resurrection, and  ascension into heaven. The "right time"  for him to go up to Jerusalem and be  glorified in this way had not yet come  (see v. 30; also Jn. 12:23-33; 13:31-32).
v. 7 "The world cannot hate you, but it hates  me because I testify that what it does is  evil . . . " Jesus is using the term "world"  in a negative sense to refer to sinful  mankind, the world of Satan’s domain in  opposition to the kingdom of God (see  1:10; 14:17; 15:18-19; 17:9, 14). The  people of this "world" would not welcome  Jesus in Jerusalem; on the contrary, they  hated Jesus with an intensity that would  eventually cause them to murder him,  because they could not bear to have their  sin exposed (see 3:19-20; 7:19; 8:31-59).
vv. 8-10 "I am not yet going up to this Feast"  Jesus does not mean that he will avoid the  Feast altogether, but that he will not go in  the manner, and for the purpose, that his  brothers intend.
v. 14 The fact that Jesus does go to Jerusalem,  and even goes to the temple and preaches  publicly, show that his intention was not to  avoid being recognized. His purpose for  going to Jerusalem secretly was to avoid  provoking the crowd into actions which  would have given the authorities an  excuse to arrest him, such as attempting  to make him their king (see Jn. 6:14-15).  Not until Jesus’ final entry into Jerusalem  did he allow himself to be openly  proclaimed as King (Jn. 12:12-19).
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