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Week 18 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD
John 10:1-21
A true shepherd cares about … sheep. All throughout the Judean countryside were men who lived around and for the benefit of their flock. Alongside these were others who looked upon sheep as commodities to be stolen, killed, and eaten. For others, being a shepherd was simply a way to put food on the table. It was a hard and risky job. 
As Christians, we are likened to sheep. We are vulnerable, almost to the point of being helpless. Without someone to care for us and protect us, we will die. 
Jesus is the One we want to be the Shepherd of our souls. No one else is capable of bringing us to God. All around us are those who will seek to take from us rather than give to us. Our study this week focuses on this theme.
Day One
Today, we will see a clear contrast between those who pretend to be for us, but really only seek to take away from us that which is really life, and the One who wants to give us life abundantly. Jesus tells about this by relating it in illustration form.
Father, 
Today, open my heart and mind to this picture of the Shepherd. Give me great insight into how this worked in the care of flocks in those days. Show me the dangers of strangers and the wonder of the Shepherd’s voice.
Amen
1. What contrasts are there between the ‘thieves and robbers’  and ‘the Shepherd’ (10:1-5)? 
	Thieves & Robbers
	The Shepherd

	
	

	
	

	
	


2. Who does Jesus "call" and what results (10:3-5; compare with  6:37 and Romans 8:28-30)? 

How have  you had thieves and robbers in your life?

Day Two
[bookmark: _GoBack]We should be used to Jesus being misunderstood because our author has told us about it so often. This illustration is no different. The Jews to whom it was told do not ‘get it.’ So He explains it to them plainly.
Father, 
Warn me today of the dangers of those who seek to steal and even destroy my life. Help me to see that Jesus’ way is the only way to truly have life abundantly.
Amen 
3. How does Jesus explain this figure of speech (10:7-8)?

4. What contrast is there between Jesus and the thief (10:9-10)? 
What would change in your life if you knew that Jesus’ way was the only way to live and that all others were thieves and robbers?

Day Three
One key characteristic of the good Shepherd is His willingness to give His life for the life of the sheep. David was that kind of shepherd (1 Samuel 17:34-35). His Son, Jesus, is just that way as well.
Father
You sent Your Son to give His life for me. As one of your “sheep,” I readily acknowledge that without Jesus my life would be destroyed. It was not only His words, but His actions that bring life to me now. 
Amen
5. What contrast is there here between the good shepherd and the hired hand (10:11-13)? 

6. For whom does Jesus lay down his life? (v. 11; see Ephesians 5:25) 
What does it mean to you to have life abundantly?

Day Four
That Jesus spoke the words of verses 14-18 prior to His death on the Cross marks this as one of the greatest examples of faith in all the Bible. Looking back through history, we can see that what He set out to accomplish, He is doing even in our own days.
Father, 
Your word on any subject settles the issue for those who believe. That you are bringing all kinds of people into Your fold, the Church, is marvelous in our eyes. Help us to see where we are really rooted.
Amen
7. Who are the "other sheep"  (10:16)?
8. What will He do for the "other sheep"? (10:16; see John 11:51-52; Ephesians 2:19-22)

9. What does Jesus emphasize about his death (10:17-18)?

How do you feel about being one of Jesus’ sheep?

Day Five
The great dividing figure in all of history is Jesus. We even split up time into before Christ and after Christ. This was by design! Jesus did not intend to ever become a neutral figure. People naturally divide over His words and His saving work!
Father, 
As your child, I have put my hope in Jesus. Help me to see the real reason why people refuse to believe Your words. Do not let my confidence be shaken by those who make wild accusations about Jesus!
Amen
10. What was the response of the Jews over this illustration (10:19-21)? 

11. Why the different responses? 

Bonus Material
vs. 1 "... the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber." The "thieves and robbers" are the Jewish religious authorities, who refuse to accept Jesus as the Messiah, and who exploit and abuse their people instead of caring for them (see 9:34, 39-41). This echoes several Old Testament passages in which God rebukes unfaithful religious leaders in similar terms (Ezekiel 34:1-4; Isaiah 56:10-12; Jeremiah 10:21; 23:1; 25:34-36; 50:6-7).
v. 2 "The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep ... " In this chapter, Jesus identifies himself as the true shepherd of his people (vs. 11). This metaphor has Old Testament parallels:
"I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign Lord. I will search for the lost and bring back the strays .... I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend them and be their shepherd. I the Lord will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them." (Ezekiel 34:15-24; see also Psalm 23; Isaiah 40:11)
Thus, Christ is identifying himself with Yahweh, the shepherd of His people, and also with the "David" whom He promised to send; the shepherd prince who would gather, guide, protect, and nourish the people of God.
v. 3-6 These verses present a beautiful picture of God’s effectual call; the process by which the Holy Spirit draws to Christ those whom the Father has chosen for salvation (see John 6:44; Romans 8:28-30; 1 Corinthians 1:9; Galatians 1:15; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; 2 Timothy 1:9; Hebrews 9:15; 1 Peter 2:9; 2 Peter 1:3).
Several things can be noted about the sheep and the shepherd. 
First, the sheep are referred to as the shepherd’s "own sheep," implying that they have already been identified as belonging to him before he calls them. In the same way, those who respond in faith to God’s call have already been chosen by Him, "before the creation of the world" (Ephesians 1:4). 
Second, the shepherd calls his sheep by name. In the same way, God’s election and call are specific; He chooses us and draws us to himself as individuals (see John 6:37-39, 44). 
Finally, the shepherd’s own sheep are identified by the fact that they recognize and listen to his voice and flee from strangers. In the same way, God’s chosen ("elect") people hear and respond to His words; they are not deceived by false saviors (v. 8; see Matthew 24:24). But those who do not belong to God do not "hear," i.e. do not understand and respond to, God’s words (see notes on John 8:43; also John 8:47; 1 Corinthians 2:14).
vv. 7-10 "I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved .... " Jesus here changes metaphors. Instead of the shepherd, he is now the gate of the sheep pen. As the gate is the only way for the sheep to enter the the sheep pen, so Christ is the only way for us to enter the kingdom of God. Note that Jesus does not claim to be "a" gate, but "the" gate; there is no other (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). 
"He will come in and go out, and find pasture .... I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full .... " The gate allows the sheep to freely enjoy both the protection of the sheep pen and the provision of the pasture. In the same way, Jesus is our protection and provision. The "pasture" represents the fullness of life which we possess as believers. This does not consist of having an abundance of worldly goods (Luke 12:15), but in having the things in which true life consists: peace, hope, joy, love, fellowship, and other spiritual blessings.
"All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers .... " This may refer to the unfaithful religious leaders; or it may refer to those who came before Jesus falsely claiming to be the Messiah. Such false shepherds make a pretense of caring for the God’s people, but they ultimately have only one purpose: to "steal and kill and destroy."
vv. 11-13 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep ...." The hired man works only for a paycheck, cares little for the sheep, and abandons them at any sign of danger. In contrast, Jesus is the faithful and good shepherd. He cares for his people, not in order to gain something for himself, but because he loves them. While the hired man puts his own safety above that of the sheep, Jesus sacrifices even his own life in order to save his people from God’s judgment and wrath. Note that the ones for whom Jesus lays down his life are his sheep, the chosen people of God (see vv. 14-15; also Romans 8:32-34; Ephesians 5:25).
v. 16 "I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen .... " The "other sheep" are the elect Gentiles, who are not from the "sheep pen" of the Jewish race. Jesus’ purpose is to draw to himself all those whom God has given him (John 6:38-39), both Jew and Gentile, and to form them into one people of God, "one flock and one shepherd" (see John 11:51-52; Galatians 3:28; Ephesians 2:11-22, 4:3-6).
v. 18 "No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord ...." Jesus’ death was not an accident, but was part of God’s plan from the beginning (Matthew 26:53-54; John 19:10-11; Acts. 4:23-28). 
vv. 22-23 the Feast of Dedication ... This is the eight-day celebration which we know as Hanukkah, also called the Festival of Lights because it is observed by the lighting of candles. It has its origin in the history of the Jews during the period between the Old and New testaments. In 164 B.C., under the leadership of Judas Maccabaeus, a band of Jewish guerrilla fighters defeated their Syrian ruler, Antiochus Epiphanes. This brutal king had attempted to eliminate the Jewish religion, forbidding religious observances and ordering all copies of the Scriptures destroyed. He also defiled the temple, offering sacrifices of swine’s flesh on an altar of the pagan god Zeus, which he set up over the altar of Yahweh. When he was overthrown, the people rededicated the temple and celebrated for eight days.
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