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Week 2
Prologue to John’s Gospel

Father,
Grant us wisdom and insight to understand the purpose of this Gospel. We want it to change our lives and the lives of those around us who are wandering in darkness away from the light. We need your Holy Spirit to enlighten us with Jesus.
Amen
Day One
John 1:1-18 is usually described as a prologue a word which  comes from the Greek theater. pro means before and the logue means to speak. Before a play beginning, someone would come out to introduce the play. The beloved disciple is going to introduce what he is doing here in four distinct parts. 

What is each part primarily about? 
	1:1-5
	

	 1:6-8   
	

	1:9-13   
	

	1:14-18   
	


Let’s focus today upon the first five verses which are primarily about the Word. What facts do you discover about “the Word” in verses 1-5?


Why do you think this Gospel doesn’t begin with Jesus’ birth?


What does the title "the Word" tell us about who Jesus is (1:1, 14; 1:17)?  Don’t forget to read the “Bonus Material” included after the five day study questions.


Day Two
We are now introduced briefly to the chief witness to the light in verses 6-8. As you read this ask God to help you begin to see the light and how John the Baptist fits into the entire story of Christ.
How does the author compare John with the Light (7)?

Why is this important?





Why do you think he would introduce John the Baptist here (vs. 6-8, 15) and then take up his actual words of witness in 1:19?



What role does John the Baptist’s testimony play elsewhere in this Gospel? Use a concordance.


In what way is John’s role similar to our role?


Day Three
Today we look at what is said about the Light in verses 9-13 as well as other places in the Prologue. There is a significant contrast throughout with light and darkness.

Father, 
You are Light and in you no darkness dwells. I am often in the dark and even sometimes acting of the darkness within. I need the illumination of your Holy Spirit for me to see the light. Guide me today into the purity that is in Christ Jesus.
Amen
What can the darkness not do with the Light (5)?



Are there “false” lights (9)?

.
What does the true light do?

Why should the world recognize the true light (10)?


What is particularly tragic about his own not receiving Him (11-12)?




What is the privilege of those who do receive Him?



Have you “received” Christ by believing in His name?

Day Four
For us to get to know God better things have to change. Not only do we have to change our thinking and our openness to the things of God, but also God had to change.

What change took place in the Word (14)?


What did that help us see?


What was John the Baptist’s testimony about the Word (15)?


What is the contrast with Moses and Jesus Christ (17)?



How do you know what you know about God?

Day Five
One of the rules that a speaker learns is that the purpose of an introduction is to introduce the subject about which you are speaking!
How does the author introduce Jesus in these verses, particularly in 1:17?

 
Compare this with his presentation about Jesus in 20:28?


In between 1:17 and 20:28 is some powerful evidence to back up these claims as to who Jesus really is. One of the benefits of studying this Gospel is to come to a clearer, better understanding of Jesus.
Bonus Material
v. 1 In the beginning was . . . In contrast to the world which "was made," or came into being at a point in time (vs. 3), Jesus simply "was" in the beginning. He existed before the universe was created.
the Word . . . John refers to Jesus as the logos, or "word," emphasizing that He is God’s means of self-expression and self-revelation (see vs. 18). This has parallels in Old Testament passages which refer to God acting and revealing Himself through His word (Ps. 33:6; 107:20; Isa. 38:4; 55:11).
the Word was with God, and the Word was God . . . "with" implies a personal relationship between the Word and God as well as a distinction; they are not identical, even though both are God. There are not two gods, but one God. The theological phrase for this relationship is "one essence in two persons." 
v. 3 Through him all things were made . . . (vs. 10; also Col. 1:16-17; Heb. 1:12).
v. 4 In him was life . . . The spiritual life which Jesus gives to others comes from within himself, for he himself is the life (see 1:25; 5:21-26; 14:6). He is also the light, God’s self-revelation to mankind (see 8:12; 9:5).
v. 5 The light shines in the darkness . . . This "darkness" is not merely the absence of good, but active moral evil (see 3:19; also 1 John 1:5-6; 2:8-11). 
v. 9 the true light . . . The light of revelation in Christ is "true," not only in the sense that it is genuine, but also in the sense that it is complete: In contrast to God’s earlier, partial revelation of himself in the Old Testament, Jesus is the full and ultimate revelation of God to man. In the same way, Jesus speaks of himself as the "true" bread, in contrast to the manna from heaven which God gave the Israelites in the desert (John 6:32-33).
that gives light to every man . . . This could refer to special revelation, or inner "enlightenment." In that case, to be consistent with mankind’s rejection of Christ (vv. 10-11), the phrase "every man" would have to be understood as "every man without racial or ethnic distinction" rather than "every man without exception". However, it seems more likely that John is speaking of general revelation, the external light of truth which the message of Jesus Christ brings to all who hear it. Some accept and embrace this light, while others flee from it (see 3:19-21).
v. 10 the world did not recognize him . . . The world (sinful mankind) did not acknowledge Jesus as Creator and Lord because they did not recognize, or know him. In contrast, his "sheep" do know him--they recognize his voice and follow him (John 10:2-5, 14).
v. 11 his own did not receive him . . . Not only did sinful mankind in general reject Jesus, but his own people, the Jews, rejected him as well. vv. 12-13 Some out of both groups did in fact receive him through faith. These people received from Jesus a precious gift----the right to enter into a family relationship with God by being "born again" (John 3:1-6). This kind of birth does not depend on human ancestry or ethnic identity, but is the work of God’s Spirit (see John 8:31-47; Rom. 8:9-16).
v. 14 The Word became flesh . . . the ancient heresy of docetism taught that Christ was not actually a flesh-and-blood man, but only appeared to be one. John clearly denies this, both here and in his letters (see 1 John 1:1; 4:2; 2 John 7). and made his dwelling among us . . . This phrase "made his dwelling" could be translated "tabernacled". It is an allusion to the tent, or tabernacle, in which God traveled with Israel from the time of the Exodus to the time of king Solomon (Ex. 40:1-38; 2 Sam. 7:5-6). Just as God lived among his people in the Old Testament tabernacle, Jesus lived among his people in a "tabernacle" of flesh.
We have seen his glory . . . Just as Old Testament worshipers could see the glory of God revealed in the tabernacle (Ex. 40:34-35), those who lived with Jesus could see his glory revealed in miracles and in his death and resurrection (John 2:11; 11:4, 40; 12:23-28).
vv. 16-17 From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ . . . v.16 could be translated "one blessing after another" (NIV), meaning that the grace we receive from Christ is superabundant, or it could be translated "one blessing instead of [or replacing] another" saying that the grace we receive in Christ replaces and supersedes the grace which came before through the law.
v.17 could be interpreted as a contrast between law and grace. This would imply that there was no grace and truth in the law, that law and grace are opposites. Or it could be interpreted as a comparison. In this case, John would be saying that the grace we receive from Christ is superior to the grace revealed in the law, because the law was a partial revelation of God’s grace while Christ is the full and complete revelation of His grace (see Rom. 7:12; 10:4; Gal. 3:24; Heb. 9). 
In both verses, the first interpretation emphasizes the radical newness of what Christ did; the second interpretation emphasizes the continuity between Christ’s work and what God was doing in the Old Testament.
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