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Day One
Jesus Himself said that John was the greatest of all men who had ever lived. The people who heard his preaching and those who were baptized by him would certainly agree. His testimony concerning Jesus as the Christ is of utmost importance in this Gospel.

Ask the Lord to help you to grasp what the expectations were of the Jewish people of that day of one who would come to reform their religion and fulfill it.

1. What was it about John that concerned the rulers of the Pharisees (1:25)? 


Baptism was the regular ritual by which a Jew who had been defiled by contact with unclean dust such as might come from a Gentile’s feet. Converts from the Gentiles were thus washed in addition to being circumcised to indicate repentance from sin and their desire to live a pure life.
2. What concepts did people the have of the Christ?
1:41 –
4:25, 29 – 
7:27 – 
7:31 – 
7:41-42 – 
11:27 – 
12:34 – 
If God were to send His anointed ruler to this earth what would you expect him to be like and to do?

Day Two
The archetype of the Old Testament prophet was not Moses, but Elijah (1 Kings 17-21; 2 Kings 1-2). This great man had stood alone against a wicked king of Israel, Ahab, and one of the most wicked women ever to rule the nation, Jezebel. 
He called the king to lead his nation to repentance, but that call went unheeded in his day. His prophecy was fulfilled after his death and this was acknowledged (2 Kings 10:10).

Ask the Lord to open your heart to areas where you need to repent turning from self-sufficiency to a dependence upon God and His ways.

3. Why might they think John was Elijah (2 Kings 2:11)? 





4. What would Elijah herald (Malachi 4:4-6)? 





What changes would you make in the way you talk about others and in how you treat them, if you knew the Lord was coming back before this study was over?

Day Three
John was not the Messiah, nor was he Elijah, the herald of the Coming King. But they make another suggestion to him regarding a coming figure that Moses foretold in the Law.

Lord, 
Today, we open up to hear Your Word as He speaks to us in the Gospel of John. Help us to confront our old ideas and to give You all the obedience You deserve.
5. What did Moses say about the Prophet (1:21; Deuteronomy 18:15-22; 13:1-3)?  




6. Why was this a concern to them?


How would the coming of Christ require a change in your life? Would it be a good change or very uncomfortable?

Day Four
One would think that the Pharisees were concerned to not miss out on the coming of the Messiah and that they were ready to submit to His leadership over the nation. But John goes to great pains to point out the greatness of the coming One!

Lord, 
	Make, “Lord,” more than a title in my life. Show me that You are the One who has the right to set the rules and direct my life. Your will is perfect and cannot be improved upon. 

7. How did John answer the question about baptism (1:24-27)?  




8. What is meant by the phrase “the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” (1:27; 3:30)?  




9. Where did all this take place (1:28, see map)?   


Compared to John’s opinion, how highly do you think of Christ in comparison to yourself?

Day Five
The study this week focused upon three characters that the Pharisees believed would come before the kingdom was established. John adds a fourth and final image to his testimony of the coming One.

10. What was the function of the ‘Lamb of God’ in relationship to the world (1:29)?  




11. How did John know Jesus was God's Chosen One (1:31-33)?  




Lord, 
You are the Father’s provision for my sin. I believe this and I thank You for being the sacrifice that takes away my sin. Help me to bear witness with gratitude to this truth before my family, my friends, my neighbors, and my world.
Amen 

Bonus Material
vv. 19-28 This section contains a dialogue between John the Baptist and the Jewish leaders who came to question him about his identity. Their main concern was one of authority: what gave him the right to baptize? He responded by identifying himself as a prophet. His authority came not from himself, but from the One of whom he prophesied.
vv. 20-21 The Christ (or "Messiah"), Elijah, and the Prophet were characters whose appearance the Jews expected would signify the coming of the end times (see Mal. 4:5; Dt. 18:15-18). In fact, Jesus stated that John the Baptist was the promised "Elijah," even though he himself apparently did not realize this (see Matt. 12:13-14; 17:11-12; Lk. 1:17).
v. 23 I am the voice of one calling in the desert, ’Make straight the way for the Lord’ . . . John the Baptist applies to himself the prophecy of Isaiah 40:3. As Isaiah foretold that God would come and bring His people home from their captivity in Babylon, so here John the Baptist announces that the Lord, Jesus Christ, is coming to draw his people to himself.
vv. 24-26 One of the most significant things about John’s baptism is that it emphasized the necessity of personal repentance, rather than a reliance upon one’s race or ancestry, for forgiveness of sins (see Lk. 3:1-14).
v. 29 the lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! . . . The title "lamb of God" has deep significance. It brings to mind the ram which God provided for Abraham to sacrifice in place of Isaac; the blood of the Passover lamb which protected the people of Israel from death; the Old Testament system of animal sacrifices; and Isaiah’s prophecy of the suffering servant (Gen. 22; Ex. 12; Lev. 4:32-35; Isa. 53:7-10). These passages share a common theme of substitution, or one dying in place of another, which is what Jesus did. He died on the cross as a substitute, in order to take away "the sin of the world"; not the world without exception, i.e. every person, but the world without distinction, i.e. people from every ethnic group, rather than Jews alone. (For a discussion of the superiority of Jesus’ sacrifice over the Old Testament sacrificial system, see Heb. 10:1-18.) 
vv. 32-33 The sign of the Spirit descending and remaining on Christ identifies him as the one of whom Isaiah spoke: the promised king from David’s line, the righteous Servant, and the anointed one of God (Is. 11:1-5; 42:1; 61:1-3; see Lk. 4:18-21).
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