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Week Eight 
WORSHIP IN SPIRIT & TRUTH
John 4:1-42

Day One
Coming on the heels of Jesus’ encounter with Nicodemus, the author opens a new and unexpected chapter in the ministry of Jesus. It was not one that Jesus’ disciples would understand, at first.
Father, 
There are many things about Your loving plan for people that I don’t understand. Open my mind to see the lost as You do and to be willing to reach out to them when directed.
Amen
1. Who were the Samaritans and why didn’t Jews associate with them (4:4; see 2 Kings 17:1-41; Ezra 4:1-5)? 





Isn’t it strange that Jesus would deliberately go through an area with people who had so perverted religion? Why do you think He would do that?
Day Two
Everyone has a deep spiritual need that is often masked by our desire for physical necessities and wants. In today’s reading, we encounter Jesus reaching out to a woman of Samaria.
Father, 
Show me the needs that I have and try to fill through my own will and ways. Help me discover how to supply all that I need through Your indwelling Spirit.
Amen
2. How did the woman misunderstand living water (4:11-12)? 

3. What was her point about Jacob and how did Jesus answer her (4:6,12-14)? 


4. How is the Holy Spirit like a spring of water? (5:14 see also John 6:63; 7:37-39)
5. Why did Jesus confront her about her husband (4:15-18)? 

How often have people been confused about what Jesus says so far in John? Do you think Jesus is deliberately saying things so people will misunderstand? 
Day Three
Even the Samaritans had an idea of one who would come as God's anointed, the Messiah. Like most people we have encountered, their expectations are about to meet the reality of who God has provided.
Lord, 
Let me be humble enough to look at my own ideas of Christ and examine them in light of what is revealed here. I want to see Jesus as He really is and let Him change me.
Amen
6. What wrong assumption did the woman make about Jesus (4:19-20)? 

7. In your own words, what does it mean to worship God "in spirit and truth" (4:21-24)? 

8. What other kind of worship is Jesus comparing this to? How are they different? (4:24; see also Hebrews 10:8-22)  

9. How did he identify Himself to her (4:25-26)? 

Day Four
We are not only the harvest, we are the harvesters. When called by Christ to follow Him as His disciples we join in the work that He came here to do. 
Father, 
Here I am in Your service. Show me the world as You see it. I want to be a harvester in fields that are white to harvest.
Amen 
10. How are Jesus words misunderstood by the disciples (4:31-33)? 

11. How is doing God’s will like physical food (4: 34)? 

12. What did Jesus convey to the disciples about harvest (4:35-38)? 


What do you learn about what Christ expects us to do in the harvest from what He taught the disciples?

Day Five
Trusting Jesus as Savior is only the beginning of our walk with Him through the journey of life. Salvation is from faith to faith (Romans 1:17). 
Lord, 
Increase my faith so that I might come closer to Your Son, Jesus, and by doing that to get to know You better. 
Amen 
13. How did the Samaritans find out about Jesus (4:28-30,39)? 

14. How did the Samaritans progress in their faith in Jesus (4:40-42)? 

Bonus Material

v. 4 Now he had to go through Samaria . . . Geographically, this was true because the region of Samaria lay between Judea on the south and Galilee on the north. This may also refer to the fact that God’s plan, which included the encounter with the woman at the well, required Jesus to travel through this region.
v. 6 tired as he was from the journey . . . The fact that Jesus grew tired and thirsty demonstrates that he was fully human (Jn. 1:14).
v. 7 a Samaritan woman came to draw water . . . It would be more common for women to come in groups to draw water, and to come early or late in the day when it was cool. The fact that this woman comes to the well at midday ("the sixth hour," vs. 6), and apparently alone, testifies to her status as a social outcast. Thus, she was at the opposite extreme from Nicodemus: he was a respected and learned religious leader in Israel; she was an outcast woman from a despised people. But Jesus spoke freely with both of them, a striking illustration of the "whoever" clause of Jn. 3:16.
v. 9 Jews do not associate with Samaritans . . . The Samaritans’ status as religious and social outcasts had a long history. According to 2 Kings 17, the Samaritans of Jesus’ day were descendants of foreign colonists who settled the land of Israel after Assyria destroyed the northern kingdom in 722 B.C. These colonists were instructed in the law of Moses; however, they did not keep the law, but combined the worship of the true God with the worship of their own gods. Hostility between Jews and Samaritans began when the Jews refused to allow the Samaritans to help in rebuilding the temple after the Jews returned from the Babylonian exile in 538 B.C. (Ezra 4:1-5). At the time of Jesus, Samaritan religion differed from Judaism in several ways, including rejection of all but the first five books of the Bible, and worship which centered on Mt. Gerizim rather than in Jerusalem. They were expecting not a son of David as the Messiah, but the Prophet predicted by Moses (Deuteronomy 18:15-18).
The phrase "do not associate with" could also be translated "do not use together with," i.e., that Jews do not share eating utensils with Samaritans, for fear of ceremonial uncleanness. This would explain the woman’s disbelief when Jesus asks for a drink from her water jar. v. 10 living water . . . This can mean "flowing water" from a spring, but Jesus is probably referring to the Holy Spirit (Jn. 7:37-39). Evidence for this interpretation is that the term "gift of God," which Jesus uses here, is a name for the Holy Spirit in Acts 8:20; also, the word translated "welling up" in vs. 14 is used to describe the action of the Holy Spirit in the Greek translation of the Old Testament, the Septuagint.
vv. 11-12 The woman misunderstands Jesus, assuming that he is speaking of literal water. Her question is ironic: she does not realizing that Jesus is in fact far greater than Jacob.
vv. 13-14 Jesus now makes clear that he is speaking of a different kind of "water". This water, the Holy Spirit, not only satisfies forever our thirst for God, but gives eternal life to all who drink of it (Jn. 6:63). These verses echo several Old Testament prophecies which speak of salvation and the outpouring of the Spirit in the messianic age (Isa. 12:2-3, 44:3, 49:10, 55:1-5).
vv. 15-18 The woman is still fixed on her physical desire for water, but Jesus directs attention to spiritual matters by exposing her immorality. While people may focus on physical needs and desires in order to mask their pain and emptiness, an encounter with Jesus Christ often exposes their sin and spiritual need.
v. 20 "Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem . . . . " Taking advantage of the fact that the man with whom she is speaking has turned out to be a prophet (and perhaps hoping to change the subject), the woman engages him in a theological discussion. Both Jews and Samaritans agreed that the place for worshipping God had been divinely selected (see Dt. 12; esp. vv. 5-6), but they disagreed as to where this was. The Jews knew that it was Jerusalem, because the temple which Solomon built there was endorsed by God (1 Ki. 8:10-20; 9:1-3). But Samaritans only accepted the first five books of the Bible, and thus rejected this evidence. Instead, they chose Mt. Gerizim, where the blessings of the covenant were proclaimed to Israel after entering the promised land (Dt. 11:29; Jos. 8:33).
v. 21 "a time is coming . . . " Jesus doesn’t respond to the woman’s question directly. Instead, he tells her that the location God selected for temple worship would soon be irrelevant. This is because access to God would be mediated through Christ, rather than through priests and the temple-based sacrificial system. The "time" Jesus refers to is the time of his death. At this time, the curtain in the temple which separated the holy place from the most holy place was torn in two, signifying that Christ had opened the way of access to God (Mark 23:45; Heb. 9:7-8; 10:19-20).
v. 22 "You Samaritans worship what you do not know . . . " The Samaritans’ rejection of most of the Old Testament meant that their ideas about God were incomplete and erroneous. They worshiped God in name only, being ignorant of his person or works. The same might be said of those in churches today who have the complete Scriptures but do not read or study them. "salvation is from the Jews . . . " Not only did the Savior, Jesus Christ, come from the Jewish race, but all of God’s saving activity from Abraham through Christ was mediated through the nation of Israel (Rom. 3:2; 9:4-5). Even now, believers in Christ are being "grafted in" to the "root" of Israel (Rom. 11:17-18). 
vv. 23-24 "A time is coming and has now come . . . " The phrase "is coming" tells us that the day when temple worship would be fully replaced by worship through Christ was still future; but the phrase "and has now come" emphasizes that in the person and ministry of Jesus Christ, that day was already dawning. This verse brings out the point that, although the cross was the critical dividing line between the old and new covenants, the whole earthly ministry of Jesus was a time of transition from the old to the new.
"the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth . . . " True worship does not consist of mere ritual or external religious practices; it is a matter of the heart. This kind of worship flows from the spiritual life which the Holy Spirit gives to believers (Jn. 6:63). It is "true" because it is based on the true revelation of God in Jesus Christ (Jn. 1:18; 14:6).
v. 26 "I who speak to you am he . . . " When speaking publicly, Jesus does not clearly identify himself, lest the political expectations which the Jews had of the Messiah interfere with his purposes (Jn. 6:15; 10:24). But speaking alone to a Samaritan woman, he is free to do so.
vv. 28-30 The woman’s haste in leaving her water jar behind, and her willingness to risk ridicule by speaking to the people about Jesus, show how excited she was about him. But even in her excitement, she does not dare to state boldly that Jesus is the Christ, in spite of his own clear statement to that effect. Perhaps she fears that the people would reject such an assertion coming from her. Instead, she invites them to come and judge for themselves.
vv. 32-33 "I have food to eat that you know nothing about . . . . Could someone have brought him food?" Here again, Jesus is speaking metaphorically, but his listeners misunderstand him, interpreting his words literally. 
v. 34 "My food...is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work . . . " These words echo Dt. 8:3, "man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord" (see also Mt. 4:4). Jesus is not speaking here of physical sustenance, but of spiritual nourishment. It is through faith that we grow and remain spiritually strong, and obedience to God’s will is the outward expression of that faith.
v. 35 "’Four more months and then the harvest’ . . . " This was probably just a proverbial saying in Jesus’ day, meaning something like, "be patient; it takes time to see the results of your labors." But in contrast to this saying, Jesus states that the wait for the harvest has now ended. The "harvest" Jesus is speaking of is a harvest of souls (v. 36; see also Mt. 9:37-38). It is very possible that when he told the disciples to "look at the fields" which were ripe for harvest, he was referring to the Samaritans streaming out of the city and making their way toward them. Many of these Samaritans did in fact believe (vv. 41-42).
v. 36 "so that the sower and reaper may be glad together . . . " The harvest is not a time for the reapers only to rejoice, but for those who have prepared the soil and planted the seed of God’s word to rejoice as well (see 1 Cor. 3:6-8).
v. 38 "Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor . . . " The "others" Jesus refers to are the prophets and others of past ages who have prepared the way for the Messiah. They died without seeing the results of their labor, but rejoiced in anticipation of it (Mt. 13:16-17; Jn. 8:56; Heb. 11:13).
[bookmark: _GoBack]v. 42 "Savior of the world . . . " This statement is a fitting conclusion to the passage; Jesus is Savior, not of Jews only, but of the whole world, including even Samaritans (see notes on Jn. 3:16).
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