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Dealing with 
Peer Pressure
Proverbs 1:8-19
Memorize This Week
My son, if sinful men entice you, 
do not give in to them. 
- Proverbs 1:10 

We are studying things in Proverbs that we need to take to heart. There is no better way to put these truths into our thinking, feeling, and actions than through memorization. Don’t neglect memorizing the selected proverbs as we study.
Day 1 Parents & Children (1:8-9)
Like so many of the poems in chapters 1 through 9 begin with an encouragement to Solomon’s son to listen to the instruction of his father. It emphasizes the importance of fathers and mothers sharing their wisdom about life with their children.
What is the role of parents in helping their children with the pressure from the world (1: 8)?


How should children respond to this teaching and why (1:9)?


	Do you remember some good teaching your parents gave you? What was it? 


Pray About This 
Why not thank God for the influence that your parents have been upon you.
Day 2 Staying out of Trouble (1:10)
Parents are the first, but not the only influence upon their children. Children learn their language, particularly their accent primarily from their peers.
What is the key to staying out of trouble (1: 10)?

What are some of the ways you have been enticed by others to do the wrong thing?

Pray About This 
Ask God to give you the courage to say no to wrong. 
Day 3 Seeing Through  (1:11-14)
Parents warn of ‘bad’ people out there in the world. Sometimes this is ignored by youth because of the natural tendency they have to be idealistic. But there are sinful people out there who don’t have a desire to be peaceful and good. Today Solomon gives us some insight on how to discern who these people are. 
What are the clues to the sinfulness of the people making the enticement (1:11–12)?


What will they use as enticement (1:13-14)?


Pray About This 
God is willing to give wisdom to all who will ask for it in faith believing He will give it. Why not claim that promise in prayer?
Day 4 Seeing the scheme (1:15-19)
The gang is scheming on how to get ahead and gain what others have. Solomon unmasks them and their plans clearly for us to see.
How highly do these sinful men value the lives of others (1:15-16)?




What is the self-evident folly of the gang (1:17-19)?


Pray About This 
What could you do to keep those you care about from being destroyed along with these sinners?
Day 5 Background
Solomon spoke these poems and later wrote them down for the benefit of his son. The son is not named, but the one who followed him on the throne was Rehoboam (1 Kings 11:43). Look at these Scriptures and see what you learn about the son.
1 Kings 12


1 Kings 14:21-31


2 Chronicles 11:1-4


2 Chronicles 12




Additional Helps
1:8  The imperative shéma’, “Listen!” forms an urgent exhortation which expects immediate compliance with parental instruction.
“my son.” It is likely that collections of proverbs grew up in the royal courts and were designed for the training of the youthful prince. But once the collection was included in the canon, the term “son” would be expanded to mean a disciple, for all the people were to learn wisdom when young. It would not be limited to sons alone but would include daughters—as the expression “the children of Israel” (including males and females) clearly shows. Several passages in the Mishnah and Talmud record instructions to teach daughters the Mosaic law so that they will be righteous and avoid sin as well. The translation “my child,” although not entirely satisfactory, will be used here.
	“instruction.” In Proverbs the noun (torah) often means instruction” or “moral direction” rather than “law.” It is related to yarah, “to point [or, show] the way.” Instruction attempts to point a person in the right direction (e.g., Gen 46:28).
1:9  “crown you with grace” The word khen, “grace” refers to qualities that make a person pleasant and agreeable, e.g., a gracious and charming person. The metaphor compares the teachings that produce these qualities to an attractive wreath.
	“a chain”  to a modern reader it might suggest a prisoner’s chain, but rather it refers to the chain of office, such as those worn by English mayors and university presidents today.
1:10  The term khatta’, the common word for “sinner” in the OT is related to the verb is used once of sling-shot throwers who miss the mark (Judges 20:16), the idea of sin is often explained as “missing the moral mark.” But the term should not be restricted to the idea of a sin of ignorance or simply falling short of the moral ideal. Its meaning is more likely seen in the related Akkadian term “to revolt, rebel.” It is active rebellion against authority. It is used here in reference to a gang of robbers.
1:11  The verb ’arav, “to lie in wait” is used for planning murder (Deuteronomy 19:11), kidnapping (Judges 21:20), or seduction (Proverbs 23:28).
	The term “innocent” (naqi) intimates that the person to be attacked is harmless. “without cause” (so KJV, NASB); NCV “just for fun.” 
1:12  The noun khayyim, “lives” functions as an adverbial accusative of manner:  swallow them “alive.” Murder cuts short a person’s life.
	The noun shé’ol can mean (1) “death,” cf. NCV; (2) “the grave,” cf. KJV, NIV, NLT (3) “Sheol” as the realm of departed spirits, cf. NAB “the nether world,” and (4) “extreme danger.” Here it is parallel to the noun vor, “the Pit” so it is the grave. Elsewhere Sheol is personified as having an insatiable appetite and swallowing people alive as they descend to their death (e.g., Numbers 16:30, 33; Isaiah 5:14; Habbakuk 2:5).”
1:13  “get” Hebrew “find.” The use of the verb matsa’, “to find” is deliberate understatement to rhetorically down-play the heinous act of thievery.
1:14  “Throw in your lot with us.” This is a figurative expression (hypocatastasis) urging the naive to join their life of crime and divide their loot equally. 
	“one purse” is a synecdoche of container (= purse) for contents (= stolen goods). The adjective ’ekhad, “one” indicates that the thieves promised to share equally in what they had stolen.
1:15  The word “path”  nétivah) like the word “way”  derekh is used as an idiom meaning “conduct, course of life.”

1:17   “for the net to be spread out.”  This means either: (1) Spreading a net in view of birds is futile because birds will avoid the trap; but the wicked are so blind that they fail to see danger; or (2) it does not matter if a net is spread because birds are so hungry they will eat anyway and be trapped; the wicked act in a similar way.
1:18  They think that they are going to shed innocent blood, but in their blindness they do not realize that it is their own blood they shed. Their greed will lead to their destruction. This is an example of ironic poetic justice. They do not intend to destroy themselves; but this is what they accomplish.
	“their own lives (souls)” The term nefesh, “soul” is used as a metonymy (= soul) of association (= life). 
1:19  “everyone who is greedy for unjust gain”, Heb “those who unjustly gain unjust gain.” The participle boysea’, “those who unjustly gain” is followed by the cognate (similarly sounding) accusative of the same root batsa’, “unjust gain”) to underscore the idea that they gained their wealth through heinous criminal activity. sn The verb followed by the cognate noun usually means seeking gain in an unjust way (1 Sam 8:3), or for selfish purposes (Gen 37:26), or gaining by violence. The word may have the sense of covetousness.
	Greed takes away the life of those who live by greed (e.g., 15:27; 26:27).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Edited from The NET Bible First Edition Notes (2006)] 
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THE SAYINGS OF LEMUEL (31:1–31)

1.	Title (31:1)
2.	Main Body (31:2–31)
(1)	Three Lessons for a King (31:2–9)
(2)	The Good Wife (31:10–31)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Adapted from GARRETT, D. A., Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of songs (The New American Commentary; Nashville 1993), 58-62.] 
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