8	Lesson Three

7    The Book of Proverbs
[bookmark: _Toc428279649]Lesson Three
Wisdom Won’t Help!
Proverbs 1:20-33
Memorize This Week
Repent at my rebuke! 
	Then I will pour out my thoughts to you, 
	I will make known to you my teachings. 
Proverbs 1:23 (NIV) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Solomon switches up his fatherly lecture to take on the role of Wisdom personified. Can you imagine the King speaking in falsetto as he voices wisdom’s message to the simple, the mocker, and the fool.
Day 1 [bookmark: _Toc428279652]Why the Call? (1:20-21)
Cities in those days were not as big as cities today. People lived in a more compact space inside the safety of city walls. Everyone went in and out of the secured gate of that city. Listen to these first few verses with that in mind.
1. In what places does she call out? 


2. What does this tell you about who needs wisdom?


Can you think back to times in your life when wisdom called out to people in public places?

Pray About This 
Ask the Father to open your ears to the call of Wisdom.
Day 2 What Do You Love? (1:22-23)
Look at what you spend your money and time on and that will tell you what you love. But what about the things we hate?
3. What do the simple, the mockers, and the fools love? Hate? 



4. What is wisdom’s call to them? 



Why is mockery easier than thinking?

Pray About This 
Many of us can identify times in our lives when we stood mocking at God’s Wisdom. Why not repent of that now?


Day 3 The Mocker’s response (1:24-25)
While Proverbs is primarily spoken to the simple, gullible youth, it also makes an appeal to those who are so set in their own ways that they mock at God.

5. How do the mockers respond to wisdom’s call?



When a person rejects wisdom and knowledge, do you think they only have themselves to blame for what happens to them?

Pray About This 
Where do you see your own response to the truths of God’s Word? 
Day 4 The Calamity (1:26-27)
Facts are hard things, so is reality when it comes in upon someone. There is a wise way to live and it produces a certain end. There is also a foolish way to live …

6. How does Solomon describe the disaster that is coming upon the mockers?




7. What will be wisdom’s response when that happens? 

Pray About This 
Why do we have to learn the hard way? Ask God to show you how easy it is to do the right thing.
Day 5 Where’s Wisdom? (1:28-33)
Sometimes we think our parents will always be around. There is plenty of time. That is the thinking of simple youth and of others. There comes a time when wisdom isn’t around.

8. In what way does the fate of the simple differ from that of the mocker and the fool? 


How do people avoid suffering the fate of the fool?

Pray About This 
Ask God to open your heart and mind to His wisdom



Additional Helps
1:20  The noun khokhmah, “wisdom” is the abstract feminine plural form. It probably functions as a plural of intensity, stressing the all-embracing, elevated wisdom. As in 8:1–9:11, Wisdom is personified as a righteous woman in 1:20–33.
	The verb ranan, “to cry out, give a ringing cry” always expresses excitement, whether of joyful praise or lamentable sorrow. Here it is an excited summons.
	The word  rékhovot, “markets” refers to the wide plazas or broad open spaces near the gate where all the people assembled. The personification of wisdom as a woman crying out in this place would be a vivid picture of the public appeal to all who pass by.
1:21  The Hebrew Masoretic Text reads homyyot, “noisy streets” from hamah, “to murmur; to roar”, referring to the busy, bustling place where the street branches off from the gate complex. The Greek Septuagint (LXX) reads teicheōn which reflects the Heb khomot, “walls”: “She proclaims on the summits of the walls.” MT is preferred because it is the more difficult form. The LXX textual error was caused by simple omission of the Heb letter yod (י). In addition, the LXX expands the verse to read, “she sits at the gates of the princes, at the gates of the city she boldly says.” The shorter MT reading is preferred.
	The phrase “in the city” further defines the area of the entrance just inside the gate complex, the business area. In an ancient Near Eastern city, business dealings and judicial proceedings would both take place in this area.
1:22  Wisdom addresses three types of people: simpletons pétayim, scoffers letsim, and fools késilim. Each of these three types of people is satisfied with the life being led and will not listen to reason. 
	Heb “being simple”, NAB “inanity.” The noun peti means “simplicity; lack of wisdom”. It is related to the term pétayim “simpletons” and so forms a striking wordplay. This lack of wisdom and moral simplicity is inherent in the character of the naive person.
	The term leysim, “scoffers; mockers” comes from the root meaning “to scorn; to mock; to speak indirectly.” They are cynical and defiant freethinkers who ridicule the righteous and all for which they stand (e.g., Ps 1:1).
	The term “fool” késil refers to the morally insensitive dullard.
1:23  The noun tokhakhat, “rebuke” is used in all kinds of disputes including rebuking, arguing, reasoning, admonishing, and chiding. The term is broad enough to include here warning and rebuke. 
1:25  The verb פָּרַע disregard means “to let go; to let alone.” It can refer to unkempt hair of the head (Leviticus 10:6) or lack of moral restraint: “to let things run free” (Exodus 32:25; Proverbs 28:19). Here it means “to avoid, neglect” the offer of wisdom.
1:26	Laughing at the consequences of the fool’s rejection of wisdom does convey hardness against the fool; it reveals the folly of rejecting wisdom (e.g., Psalm 2:4). It vindicates wisdom and the appropriateness of the disaster.
1:27  “distress and trouble” The nouns mean almost the same thing so they may form a hendiadys. The two terms sound similar tsuqah and tsarah also form a wordplay (paronomasia) which also links them together.
1:30 The verb “spurned” na’ats is parallel to “comply, accede to, be willing” (e.g., 1:10). This is how the morally stubborn fool acts (e.g., 15:5).
1:31  The expression “eat the fruit of” is a figurative expression (hypocatastasis) that compares the consequences of sin to agricultural growth that culminates in produce. They will suffer the consequences of their sinful actions, that is, they will “reap” what they “sow.”
	The words “way” derekh and “schemes” mo’etsah stand in strong contrast to the instruction of wisdom which gave counsel and rebuke to encourage a better way. They will bear the consequences of the course they follow and the advice they take (for that wrong advice, e.g., Psalm 1:1).
	“be filled” verb savea’ means (1) positive: “to eat one’s fill” so that one’s appetite is satisfied and (2) negative: “to eat in excess” as a glutton to the point of sickness and revulsion. Fools will not only “eat” the fruit of their own way (v. 31a), they will be force-fed this revolting “menu” which will make them want to vomit (v. 31b) and eventually kill them (v. 32).
1:32  waywardness méshuvat, “turning away” refers to moral defection and apostasy (cf. ASV “backsliding”). This noun  which appears at the end of Wisdom’s speech in 1:32 is from the same root as the verb tashuvu, “repent” which appears at the beginning of this speech in 1:23. This repetition of the root “to turn” creates a wordplay: Because fools refuse to “turn to” wisdom (1:23), they will be destroyed by their “turning away” from wisdom (1:32). The wordplay highlights the poetic justice of their judgment. But here they have never embraced the teaching in the first place; so it means turning from the advice as opposed to turning to it.
	“complacency”, NAB “smugness.” The noun shalvah means (1) positively: “quietness; peace; ease” and (2) negatively: “self-sufficiency; complacency; careless security” which is the sense here. It is “repose gained by ignoring or neglecting the serious responsibilities of life” (C. H. Toy, Proverbs [ICC], 29).
1:33  The chapter begins with an admonition to receive wisdom (1–4) and then traces the benefits: the knowledge of God and his protection (5–8), moral discernment for living (9–11), protection from evil men (12–15) and immoral women (16–19), and enablement for righteous living (20–22).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  BIBLICAL STUDIES PRESS, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (2006) Pr 1:20-33.] 
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