6 The Book of Proverbs	Lesson 2-2

5    	Proverbs 10:6-18
[bookmark: _Toc428279649][bookmark: _GoBack]Lesson 2-2
A Fountain of Life
Proverbs 10:6-18 

Memorize This Week
		The wise in heart accepts commands,
			but a chattering fool comes to ruin.
Proverbs 10:8
Day 1 A Blessing on your head? (10:6,11)
These verses being parallel mark an inclusio which is part of the larger section on how we use our words righteously or wickedly (10:6-32). Try to make time to read all of chapter 10, but particularly read 10:6-11 today and tomorrow as you answer the first four questions.

1. What good things come to and from the righteous? 


2. What bad things are associated with the wicked?


The word “blessings” points to verbal praise which comes upon the righteous from other people and even from God. By contrast, violence spoken by them comes back and overwhelms as their reward. Waltke says, “The injurious curses that went forth from their mouths boomerang against them and silence them.”
Pray About This 
Will the words you say today be a fountain of life to others, or will they boomerang to cause you harm?
Day 2  Chattering Fool (10:7-10)
A “chattering fool” is someone who talks without thinking of the consequences of what they are saying to themselves or to others. They illustrate the maxim, “Give ‘em enough rope and they will hang themselves!”

3. What do the wicked find at the end of their rope (10:7, 9)? 


The name in the first line of v.7 is the Hebrew word meaning memory. It is paired in the second with a Hebrew word, shem, which means name. One’s reputation will be good or bad by righteousness or wickedness respectively. The righteous achieve immortality and influence by their good reputation as it says in Psalm 112:6,
“Surely the righteous will never be shaken; 
	they will be remembered forever.” 

To say the wicked’s name will rot means that the name like their rotting corpses will be obliterated (Exodus 17:14; Deuteronomy 25:19), leaving only a bad memory for a while.
Verse 9 indicates that the righteous have a life of integrity, that is, they are “blameless” in conduct. Their life and reputation is secure since security follows integrity. By contrast, those who take crooked paths are literally “perverting their ways.” Those with a false reputation will be found out, usually in time, but certainly at the judgment.

4. What are the characteristics of a “chattering fool” (10:8,10)? 



	A “chattering fool”  is literally a “fool of lips.” They are too busy talking foolishness to pay attention to father’s commands. The fool who refuses to listen to advice—but abides by his own standards which he freely expresses—will suffer the predicaments that he creates.
	A person who habitually “winks” his eye maliciously (v.10) is giving a secretive sign to those conspiring evil (6:13). By comparison though devious gestures bring grief into one’s life, they are not as ruinous as foolish talk. Both are to be avoided.
Verse 10 serves to link what one does to oneself by foolish talk (6-9), with how this action brings pain to others (11-14).

Pray About This 
When you listen, are you always thinking of what you are going to say or how your ideas are better?
Day 3 [bookmark: _Toc428279652] Covering Or Concealing (10:12,18)
These two verses mark out a second inclusio that helps to tie the proverbs in between together. Again it will be beneficial to read verses 12-18 before answering specific questions over the next three days.

5. Why is it wrong to stir up conflict (10:12)?


6. What is one way a fool uses their words (10:18)? 


Love recognizes that vengeance belongs to the Lord and that forgiveness is something we should extend to those who have wronged us. Hatred on the other hand seeks out and even exaggerates faults in other. We want to turn our enemies into our friends.
The one who spreads slander is a fool not only because their words destroy other’s reputation, but because the source will eventually be found out and will produce enmity of someone who could have been a friend.
Pray About This 
Are you speaking to make friends or enemies?
Day 4  Control or Controlled? (10:13-14)
In the discipline of children, the preferred method is to speak and impart wisdom to those who will cherish it and store it up to good use. But for some who cannot control themselves there must be governance.
7. Why must fools be controlled? 


8. Why is this unnecessary for the discerning? 


A discerning person is critically perceptive and has understanding. He can be relied on to say things that are wise or hold his tongue. By contrast, the “one who has no sense” is literally in Hebrew “lacking of heart,” which is considered the seat of common sense. It might be helpful to compare these verses with the teaching in James 3:13-18.
The term “rod” indicates the one lacking sense is to be disciplined. The back is emphasized because the backside of the body was the object of physical discipline.
[bookmark: _Toc428279655]Pray About This 
Do you learn by listening or do you have to learn by hard experiences?
Day 5  Rich or Poor? (10:15-16)
Solomon is returning to the topic of 10:1-5, wealth, but with a moral insight on riches. This fits in with what he has been saying about consequences.

9. Is it better to be rich or poor? 

10. How does v.16 inform our understanding of riches? 
The expression, “the wealth of the rich is their fortified city” is a metaphor. Wealth protects against adversity as fortifications protect a city. This is true only if the income is gained by diligence (10:4) through righteous means (10:2; 13:8; 18:23; 22:7).
The word translated “wages” of the righteous can  mean: (1) “work” or (2) “recompense.” It appears to be a clear correlation between conduct and its consequences. Rewards are determined by moral choices. What one receives in life depends on the use of gifts and a righteous character.
The “earnings” of the wicked is the Hebrew word for  “harvest.” As a farmer reaps what he has sown, so the wicked will “reap” judgment for the sin they have sown.
Pray About This 
Do you look forward to reaping what you have sown?
Day 6  Will You Heed? (10:17)
In building a community where safety and security prevail, it is essential that peers who are living right. Without this, violence becomes overwhelming and the society degrades. 

11. What two responses to instruction are given here? 




12. How do our actions effect the lives of others? 


Pray About This 
What kind of an influence are you upon others?

The wise person listens to instruction (musar oral instruction), but the fool will not even take correction (tokahat argument) to heart. The contrast is with the one who holds fast to discipline and so is an example for others to follow, and the one who forsakes or abandons reproof or correction, and whose example causes other people to wander from the true course of life. This results in a wicked society.
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