6 The Book of Proverbs	Lesson 2-3

5    	Proverbs 10:19-32
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Are You Like Vinegar?
Proverbs 10:19-32

Memorize This Week
		As vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes,
			so are sluggards to those who send them.
Proverbs 10:26

The last half of chapter ten seems to have a chiastic (inversio) arrangement in its overall structure. Two of the sections talk about the tongue and two talk of personal security. If this is so, 10:26, which is a very emblematic proverb serves as the hinge verse that ties the two halves together. See the last page for an arrangement of this passage.
Day 1 The Tongue (10:19-21)
1. What is the great danger in multiplying words? 


Sin is not ended (Heb. does not cease) points out the likelihood of saying something wrong the more we talk. Sin (pasha rebellion) has the fundamental idea of a breach of relationship between two parties. The prudent restrain themselves (Heb. holds his lips under control). The verb hold in a related Arabic term is used in reference to placing a piece of wood in the mouth of a goat to prevent it from sucking. Similar devices might help us to not put our feet in our mouths.

2. When should we speak (10:20-21)? 


What the wicked have in their hearts (thoughts) is of little value to anyone. The heart was viewed by the Hebrews as the seat of the thoughts, will, and emotions. Their little is contrasted with the choice silver that are the words from the tongue of the righteous. The importance of this is seen in the fact that fools are dying for lack of sense (Heb poverty of heart) when they could be cared for if they would only heed the teaching of the righteous.
Pray About This 
When you speak are your words helpful or do they make the problem others face worse?
Day 2 Personal Security (10:22, 23 and 24-25)
There seems to be a topical connection between verses 22 and 24 along and again with verses 23 and 25. There also seems to be a progression from 24 to 25. All seem related to this theme of personal security.

3. In what manner is wealth obtained (10:22)? 


Righteousness that uses wealth to serve others is the immediate cause of enduring wealth and the Lord is the ultimate source. The righteous person’s diligent hand (10:4) works under the Lord’s benediction [Waltke].
The noun toil (’etsev) has a two-fold range of meanings: (1) “toil” which produces pain and sorrow, and (2) “pain; sorrow” which is the result of toil and labor. This is the word used of the curse of “toil” in man’s labor (Gen 3:17) and the “pain” in the woman’s child-bearing (Gen 3:16). God’s blessing is pure and untarnished—it does not bring physical pain or emotional sorrow.

4. What differences are seen in the wicked versus the righteous (10:23-24)? 



The noun (zimmah, “scheme”) is often used pejoratively of a scheme to do wickedness (Heb. doing a plan). It is used elsewhere for planning lewdness, murder, incest, adultery, idolatry, and licentiousness. Any planned gross impropriety gives the fool pleasure. Literally, it is like sport to them, child’s play. For the fool evil brings such enjoyment; for the discerning wisdom does. “As strong people delight in performing feats of strength and musicians find joy in their virtuosity, the competent person finds delight in constructive work [Waltke].
But this ‘sport’ is not without dread. The wicked are afraid of the consequences of their sinful actions which they cannot escape. Similarly, the righteous are not able to escape the blessing of the Lord which they desire.
The word for “storm wind” comes from the root suf, “to come to an end. It describes the kind of storm that makes an end of things, a “whirlwind” or “cyclone”. It is used in prophetic passages that describe swift judgment and destruction. 
The righteous are compared to an everlasting foundation to stress that they are secure when the catastrophes of life come along. He is fixed in a covenantal relationship and needs not to fear passing misfortunes. The wicked has no such personal security.

Pray About This 
What delights your heart … beating others out of what is rightfully theirs or working to enjoy the fruits of your own labor?
Day 3 [bookmark: _Toc428279652]Vinegar People? (10:26)
This verse is one end of a ‘frame’ or bookend that unites verses 23-25. The other bookend is verse 22 which some might interpret to mean wealth without labor.

5. How does this verse balance out the idea that riches can be gained without diligent work? 


Two similes are used to portray the aggravation in sending a lazy person to accomplish a task. Vinegar to the teeth is an unpleasant, irritating experience; and smoke to the eyes is an unpleasant experience that hinders progress.  So the sluggard will prove disappointing to anyone, man or even the Lord, who commits a task to them.
“The sluggard” is more morally degenerate than a fool and, like the wicked, without a moral sense of responsibility to others [Waltke]. It would be helpful to read the descriptions in 6:9-11 and 24:30-34.

Pray About This 
Are you a lazy person or are you a diligent person on whom people can count?
Day 4 Personal Security (10:27-30)
Having warned against laziness, the author continues with proverbs related to personal security. It elaborates on the theme of verse 25 regarding their permanence.

6. What are the wicked lacking (10:27)? 


7. How does this effect the outcome of their life (10:28-30)? 

 
This general saying has to be qualified with the problem of the righteous suffering and dying young, a problem that perplexed the sages of the entire ancient world. But this is the general principle: The righteous live longer because their life is the natural one and because God blesses them.
“The security of the righteous and the perdition of the wicked are grounded in the way of the Lord. [This] figure refers to the Lord’s moral government of the world, his code of ethics.” [Waltke]
[bookmark: _Toc428279655]Pray About This 
Do you find the way of the Lord a blessing or an obstacle?
Day 5  The Tongue (10:31-32)
Words reveal the soul of a person, what is really in their heart. 

8. What is produced by the mouth of the righteous (10:31)? 
 

These two verses are tightly linked together by the catchwords “righteous” and “perverse”, by “mouth of” as a frame, and by using “tongue” and “lips” synonymously. They also have the same syntactical structure. This means these two verses are a unit.
The mouth of the righteous literally “bears fruit,” wisdom. But those who say perverse things turns things upside down, attempts to overthrow what is right. It is wrong to abuse one’s parents, to commit adultery, to murder, to steal, to slander, or to covet what another has. We would not want these done to us, nor do the wise do them to others. The eventual fate of the perverse tongue is to be silenced (Heb. “cut out”).

9. What is the Lord’s judgment upon the wicked (10:32)?




The Lord (10:22, 27, 29) who makes things work out to conform with reality passes judgment upon the character of both the righteous and the wicked based upon their words (Matthew 12:37).
Pray About This 
If you were judged by what you said this past week, what would God’s judgment be?


19Sin is not ended by multiplying words, 
but the prudent hold their tongues. 

20The tongue of the righteous is choice silver, 
but the heart of the wicked is of little value. 
21The lips of the righteous nourish many, 
but fools die for lack of sense. 
22The blessing of the LORD brings wealth, 
without painful toil for it. 
 23A fool finds pleasure in wicked schemes, 
 but a person of understanding delights in wisdom. 
24What the wicked dread will overtake them; 
what the righteous desire will be granted. 
       25When the storm has swept by, the wicked are gone, 
but the righteous stand firm forever. 

26As vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, 
so are sluggards to those who send them. 

27The fear of the LORD adds length to life, 
but the years of the wicked are cut short. 
28The prospect of the righteous is joy, 
but the hopes of the wicked come to nothing. 
29The way of the LORD is a refuge for the blameless, 
but it is the ruin of those who do evil. 

30The righteous will never be uprooted, 
but the wicked will not remain in the land. 
31 From the mouth of the righteous comes the fruit of wisdom, 
but a perverse tongue will be silenced. 
32 The lips of the righteous know what finds favor, 
but the mouth of the wicked only what is perverse. 
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