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For What Do You Search?
Proverbs 11:1-27
Memorize This Week
	Whoever seeks good finds favor		
			but evil comes to one who searches for it.
Proverbs 11:27
We begin this week a study of a much longer portion, nearly all of chapter 11. Our thoughts should be focused on building the kind of community that is a joy in which to live.
Day 1 HonesT & Righteous (11:1-8)
One key to a joyful community is the presence of honest, upright citizens who are our neighbors. 

1. What is the Lord’s attitude towards dishonesty (11:1, 4; Deuteronomy 25:13-16)? 

Ancient weights were stones carved in shapes with a flat base, which made them easy to recognize (e.g., turtles, ducks, lions). They were often inscribed with the weight, and the standard followed. They were carried in a pouch, but the deceitful trader had differing weights. One was too heavy to be used for purchases and the other was too light used for selling. [Waltke]

2. What does pride have to do with duplicity and humility with integrity (11:2-3)? 


Pride is in Heb “presumptuousness” from the root, zid which means “to boil.” The idea is that of boiling over the edge of the pot, signifying overstepping the boundaries (e.g., Gen 25:29 where Jacob was “boiling” some stew and succeeded in supplanting Esau of his birthright).
What is not stated is exactly how the disgrace will come, but affirms that it will follow pride. The upright live with integrity—blamelessness—and that integrity leads them in success and happiness. Those who use treachery will be destroyed by it.
In the day of wrath, it was the prosperous who were taken away into exile. The poor were left in the land.

3. How does the Lord work out the promised rescue of the righteous (11:5-8; Deuteronomy 19:16-21)?



The contrasting pathways and outcomes of the righteous versus the wicked are highlighted in these verses. Without straight paths, the wicked are tripped up by their own wickedness which traps them by the calamity they planned for others.
In a break from antithetical proverbs, verse 7 is synonymous asserting in both lines the futility of trusting in mortals over the Almighty Eternal God. It is the Lord who makes this a round world so that the calamity (trouble) the wicked plan for the righteous comes down upon their own head.
Pray About This 
When have you seen this principle of divine retribution work out and how?
Day 2 Overcoming Slander (11:9)
Slander is not merely talking about people. It is saying things about them that are not true, or which we don’t know to be true.

4. What is one way the godless use to destroy their neighbors? 


The word translated “the godless” originally meant “impious, godless, polluted, profane.” It later developed the idea of a “hypocrite” (Daniel 11:32), one who conceals his evil under the appearance of godliness or kindness, in other words, a false flatterer. Their intention is to “destroy,” a verb which is used to describe the destruction of Sodom in Genesis 13:10.

5. How do the righteous escape? 


The righteous, store up knowledge (10:14) and so see through the false neighbor’s mask (28:11). By knowing what to say, how to express it, and when to speak (12:6, 13: 14:3), they save themselves from the trap. [Waltke]
Day 3 Words & Neighbors (11:10-15)
Living in community is necessary for mankind. We are not designed to be loners. Each of us should value the greater society around us and seek to prove of benefit to the nation in which God has placed us (Jeremiah 29:7).

6. What value are words beyond personal gain (11:10-11)? 
 

7. How does v.12 relate back to v.9? 

 
It is proper for people to rejoice in two opposite outcomes. The description of rejoicing over the good of the righteous is probably hyperbolic, but when the person who dies is one who afflicted society the joy is real and proper as it was when Queen Athaliah was slain (2 Kings 11:20) and when wicked Haman was killed (Esther 8:15). 
“The blessing of the upright” may refer to the blessing God gives the upright (which will benefit society) or the blessing that the upright are to the city. It seems that the blessings are the beneficent words and deeds that the righteous perform.
What the wicked say has a disastrous effect on society, endangering, weakening, demoralizing, and perverting with malicious and slanderous words. Wicked leaders, in particular, can bring destruction on a city by their evil counsel.
According to Proverbs (and the Bible as a whole) how one treats a neighbor is an important part of righteousness. One was expected to be a good neighbor, and to protect and safeguard the life and reputation of a neighbor.

8. By what action does the writer identify these problem people (11:13)? 


Rather than publicly denouncing another person’s mistake or folly, a wise person will keep quiet about it (in contrast to the nation’s initial response to Saul, 1 Samuel10:27). A discerning person realizes that the neighbor may become an opponent and someday retaliate.
The gossip literally is someone “going about in slander.” This person who makes disparaging comments about others cannot wait to share secrets that should be kept. Instead, we should seek someone as a friend who will not rush out to tell whatever information he has heard, but will conceal it.
The law that prescribes loving your neighbor as yourself (Leviticus 19:18) also prohibits harmful speech, including slander, that endangers a neighbor’s life and that issues from a heart of hatred or revenge seeking (19:16-18).

9. What does national security and personal security have in common (11:14-15)? 


Sometimes a country is referred to as the “ship of state.” The word for “guidance” is derived from the root meaning “rope-pulling” which was used to steer a ship. Thus wise, spiritual guidance is like steering a ship. Hearing advice from many different points of view is essential for securing victory. The word teshu’ah means “salvation” or “victory”. Here, it connotes “success” as the antithesis of the nation falling. The setting could be one of battle or economics. Victory or success will be more likely with good advice. This assumes that the counselors are wise.

Pray About This 
How have the words you have spoken built up the people in your community or torn down their reputation?
Day 4 Helping Your Neighbor (11:16-22)
This section is framed by two verses that contrast two women. The first is a kindhearted woman who is praised, but the other reminds one of what (11:22)?

10. What is the “new” fault associated with those who do not live righteously (11:16-17)? 


The ruthless men are those who strike terror into the hearts of their victims, usually because they are violent. These men obtain money, but no honor. By contrast the kindhearted woman and the men who are kind bring both benefits upon themselves instead of trouble.

11. What happens to these wicked people and why (11:18-21)? 

	Whatever recompense or reward the wicked receive will not last, hence, it is deceptive. The biblical principle is that what is sown will yield fruit (1 Corinthians 9:11; 2 Corinthians 9:6; James 3:18).
“Life” and “death” (v.19) describe the vicissitudes of this life but can also refer to the situation beyond the grave. The two paths head in opposite directions.
Those who are perverse in heart have minds turned toward evil things (v.20). This contrasts with those who are blameless and who are literally described as “the seed of the righteous” (v.21). It is in their nature to be and do what is right.
Pray About This 
Would other people describe you as a kind and generous person? Why not ask someone who would be honest with you.
Day 5 Life’s Paradox (11:23-27)
Sometimes life is different from what common sense tells us it should be. Often human reasoning doesn’t take into account the responses of other people to us. It also doesn’t figure in the Lord taking a hand in the affairs of people. 

12. What paradox is described in these verses, particularly v.24? 

The desire of the righteous (in itself good) ends in good things, whereas the hope of the wicked ends in wrath, i.e., divine judgment on them. 
“To give freely” literally in Heb means “one who scatters.” Even though this refers to charity rather than farming the idea is one of sowing. This person who gives away grows even more wealthy. This is a paradox: Generosity determines prosperity in God’s economy.
There are others who withhold unduly, “more than what is right.” This one is not giving enough, but saving too much for himself. Verse 24 uses hyperbole to teach that giving to charity does not make anyone poor, and neither does refusal to give ensure prosperity.
Where does this wealth come from? Those who share find others sharing with them. Refreshing others is from a verb that also means “to pour water,” and so continues the theme of the preceding participle: The one who gives refreshment to others will be refreshed. 
By contrast “they will curse him—the one who withholds grain.” The proverb refers to a merchant who holds back his grain from the free market to raise prices when there is a great need for the produce. It is assumed that merchants are supposed to have a social conscience.
Two separate words are used in verse 27 for “seek,” shakhar, “to seek diligently,” and baqash, “to seek after; to look for.” This heightens the contrast between those who in seeking good are in effect seeking favor—from either God or man (e.g., Psalm 5:12; Isaiah 49:8), and those who by their selfishness are searching for … evil!

Pray About This 
How can you put this economic plan into action?
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