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Are You Wise About Life?
Proverbs 11:28-12:28
Memorize This Week
	No one can be established through wickedness,	
			but the righteous cannot be uprooted.
Proverbs 12:3
We live in a dangerous world. Fortunately or unfortunately, we are only here for a short time. Whether that is good or bad for us depends upon the wisdom that we have toward life.
Day 1 The Source of Life (11:28-12:4)
Real life is about righteousness, that is, about treating others the way God teaches us we should behave towards them. Today we want to consider this way. 

1. What is the connection between righteousness and riches (11:28-31)? 


The implication from the parallelism in 11:28 is that the righteous do not trust in their own riches, but in the LORD. This faith is what makes them like the green leaf a figure of prosperity and fertility throughout the ancient Near East.
This contrasts with the one who brings ruin (trouble – 11:29). He will be cut out of the family inheritance. “The wind” is the word ruakh which refers to what cannot be grasped (27:16; Ecclesiastes 1:14, 17). 
The “fool” here is the “troubler” of the first half. One who mismanages his affairs so badly so that there is nothing for the family may have to sell himself into slavery to the wise. The ideas of the two halves of the verse are complementary. The wise person is “wise of heart.” 
The “tree of life” (11:30) speaks of what the righteous produce (“fruit”) is like a tree of life—a long and healthy life as well as a life-giving influence and provision for others. This one captures people with their influential ideas. 
The construction of 11:31 is one of the “how much more” arguments—if this be true, how much more this (arguing from the lesser to the greater). The point is that if the righteous suffer for their sins to the point they are scarcely saved (so the LXX and 1 Peter 4:18), certainly the wicked will suffer and their end will be worse.
The  “ungodly and the sinner” may be taken as a hendiadys with the first functioning adjectivally: “the ungodly sinner.”

2. What do the good people have that wicked people will not receive (12:1-3)? 


12:1 reminds us that those who wish to improve themselves must learn to accept correction so as to gain knowledge. The fool is described by a word, ba’ar, “brutish; stupid” which normally describes dumb animals lacking intellectual sense. They are not willing to learn from correction.
Permanent security is not found in the schemes of the wicked (12:2-3), but only in righteous actions toward others. They are literally “rooted” firmly. The righteous are often compared to a tree (e.g., 11:30; Ps 1:3; 92:13).

3. What difference does the choice of a spouse make in the life of a righteous person (12:4)? 


The choice of a wife can make or break even the righteous. Her noble character is literally “a wife of virtue.” She is the subject of chapter 31. The metaphor of the “crown” emphasizes that such a wife is a symbol of honor and glory.
If his choice is a  woman who is disgraceful (mévishah; “one who causes shame”), then his standing in the community will be lowered. The simile, “like decay in his bones” means that the shameful acts of such a woman will eat away her husband’s strength and influence and destroy his happiness.

Pray About This 
What kind of spouse are you looking for? Are you that kind of person?
Day 2 Develop a good reputation (12:5-8)
In a sense, you are what people think you are. You can’t fool everyone all the time. Our reputation is extremely important to us, even if we seek a reputation for being ‘tough.’ Today think about how wise others think we are.

4. Why is it important to get ‘just’ advice? 
 
The plans of good people (12:5) are directed toward what is right. Advice from the wicked, however, is deceitful and can only lead to trouble.
This is further expressed in 12:6 by describing the words of the wicked as lying in wait. This expresses the purpose of their conversations. The term “blood” is a metonymy of effect, the cause being the person that they will attack and whose blood they will shed. 
By contrast the righteous make a skillful defense against false accusations that are intended to destroy. The righteous, who have gained wisdom, can escape the traps set by the words of the wicked. The contrast is continued in 12:7 which is about the stability of the righteous in times of trouble. The term “overthrown” might allude to what happened to Sodom, but not Ziklag in Gen 19:21. Not only does righteous advice save oneself, but also benefits your children, your house.
Praise is proportionate to wisdom (prudence). 12:8 reminds us that those with a warped mind are despised. They do not perceive things as they are, and so make all the wrong choices.

Pray About This 
How have you seen this despising of the warped mind?
Day 3 The Path to Provision (12:9-14)
You are responsible for you. Often the message comes to us that other people are the cause of our actions, but when it comes to feeding and clothing ourselves and our family the responsibility is on our own shoulders. Today we want to get our mind focused on success in this mission.

5. What practical steps can a person take to provide for themselves (12:9-11? 
 

 A nobody is “one who is lightly regarded.” The verb qalah means “to be lightly esteemed, dishonored, even degraded.” This person may have a servant, taking the preposition possessively, or reflexively the person may be a servant for himself, i.e, serving his own needs. 
By contrast, 12:9, the one “who feigns importance” seeks to be taken as a person who is weighty and pretends to have gravitas, but really has nothing. It is all an act. This individual lives beyond his financial means in a vain show to impress other people and thus cannot afford to put food on the table.
The righteous care for their animals (12:10). The cruelty of the wicked can be interpreted in two ways: (1) when the wicked exhibit a kind act, they do it in a cruel way, or (2) even the kindest of their acts is cruel by all assessments, e.g., stuffing animals with food to fatten them for market—their “kindness” is driven by ulterior motives (J. H. Greenstone, Proverbs, 129).
In the biblical period agriculture was the most common occupation for the people; so “working a field” (12:11) describes a substantial occupation, but also represents working in general. Diligent work, not get-rich-quick schemes, is the key to ensuring income.
By contrast to the fullness of those who work, those who chase after “empty things” or “vain things” have no sense. The term reqim refers to worthless pursuits in an effort to make money. 

6. What is meant by chasing fantasies (12:11-13)? 



What is it that the wicked desire? This can be difficult to interpret because some lexicons see the term métsod as a hunting term: (1) “snare; hunting-net” and (2) what is caught: “prey.” This would function as a metonymy of cause for what the net catches: the prey. Or it may be saying that the wicked get caught in their own net, that is, reap the consequences of their own sins. On the other hand, others connect it with métsudah “mountain stronghold”; cf. NAB “the stronghold of evil men will be demolished”). The wicked want what belongs to others, but the righteous continue to flourish. The metaphor “root” shoresh is often used in Proverbs for that which endures; so internal evidence supports the alternate tradition.
The word “trapped” (12:13) is the figurative meaning of a noun meaning “bait; lure.” It is their sinful talk, literally sinful lips which trap them like a fish on a lure. J. H. Greenstone suggests that when the wicked become involved in contradictions of testimony, the innocent is freed from the trouble. Another meaning would be that the wicked get themselves trapped by what they say, but the righteous avoid that (Proverbs, 131).
The term “fruit” (12:14) is the implied comparison, meaning what is produced; and “lips” is the metonymy of cause, referring to speech. Proper speech will result in good things.

Pray About This 
What are you producing with the work of your hands?
Day 4 The way of fools (12:15-23)
Proverbs has much to say about the fool. Primarily, Solomon does not want his son, or the other sons in Israel to be fools. Today, we want to look very carefully at one particular aspect of the fool … how he uses his mouth!

7. What are some distinguishing marks of a fool (12:15-16)? 


The way of fools (12:15) describes a headlong course of actions (“way” is an idiom for conduct) that is not abandoned even when wise advice is offered. A fool believes that his own plans and ideas are perfect or “right” and he is satisfied with his own opinion. Whereas a wise person listens to advice.” 
12:16 has an emphatic construction, “The fool, at once his vexation is known.” The fool is impatient and unwise, and so flares up immediately when anything bothers him. W. McKane says that the fool’s reaction is “like an injured animal and so his opponent knows that he has been wounded” (Proverbs [OTL], 442).
By contrast, the wise are prudent and overlook (casah) means “covers” in the sense of ignores or bides his time. The point is not that he does not respond at all, but that he is shrewd enough to handle the criticism or insult in the best way—not instinctively and irrationally.

8. What contrasts do you see between the wise and the foolish in 12:17-23? 


A truthful witness (12:17) literally “he pours out faithfully. The word rendered “faithfully” or “reliably” ’emunah is used frequently for giving testimony in court, and so here the subject matter is the reliable witness. By contrast, a “witness of falsehoods” describes a person who habitually lies. A false witness cannot be counted on to help the cause of justice.
The term boteh in 12:18 means “to speak rashly or, thoughtlessly” (e.g., Leviticus 5:4; Numbers 30:7). The cut to the quick, but healing words are the opposite of the cutting, irresponsible words. What the wise say is faithful and true, gentle and kind, uplifting and encouraging; so their words bring healing.
While it might seem like a long time, the words of the lying tongue really only last a moment. Literally the Hebrew is “while I would twinkle,” an idiom meaning “only for a moment.” The twinkling of the eye, the slightest movement, signals the brevity of the life of a lie (hyperbole). But truth will be established (tikon), that is, be made firm and endure.
In 12:21, harm literally “is not allowed to meet to the righteous.” The word for “harm” (’aven) is debated. It is normally understood as “harm; trouble,” that is, the result/effect of wickedness (e.g., Genesis 50:20). Rashi, a Jewish scholar who lived A.D. 1040–1105, took it as “wickedness,” its primary meaning; “the righteous will not be caught up in wickedness.”
The contrast between “delight/pleasure” and “abomination” is emphatic in 12:22. What pleases the LORD is acting truthfully or faithfully.
A shrewd person knows how to use knowledge wisely, and restrains himself from revealing all he knows (12:23). This does not mean that he never shares his knowledge, but discerns when it is and is not appropriate to speak. The fool despises correction and instruction. His intent is to proclaim all that he does—which is folly. W. McKane says that the more one speaks, the less likely he is able to speak effectively (Proverbs [OTL], 422). TEV translates, “stupid people advertise their ignorance.” One  who is morally bad despises wisdom and discipline, mocks at guilt, is licentious and quarrelsome, and is almost impossible to rebuke. 
Pray About This 
How should we evaluate what we hear?
Day 5 the wholesome life (12:23-28)
What does it take to live a wholesome life? One would certainly say that success and friendship are vital elements of any definition of the good life. Today we want to look at what it takes to be successful and to have good friends. 

9. What does it take to advance into leadership on the job and elsewhere (12:24, 27)? 

 
Diligent (kharats) means literally “to cut; to sharpen.” It is used figuratively in Proverbs for diligence (12:24). The semantic development of the figure may be understood thus: “cut, sharpen” leads to “act decisively” which leads to “be diligent.” By their diligent work they succeed to management. The diligent rise to the top, while the lazy sink to the bottom. The slothful are here called Heb “deceitful.” The term refers to one who is not diligent; this person tries to deceive his master about his work, which he has neglected. They will be forced into labor from slavery.

10. Why is it important to choose one’s friends carefully (12:25-26, 28)? 



In 12:25, the word “anxiety” (dé’agah) combines anxiety and fear—anxious fear (e.g., Jeremiah 49:23; Ezekiel 4:16); and for the verb (e.g., Psalm 38:18; Jeremiah 17:8). Anxiety weighs heavily on the heart, causing depression. The spirit is brought low. It takes a word of encouragement, literally a good word, to help one overcome this state. Good refers to what is beneficial for life, promotes life, creates life or protects life. The “good word” here would include encouragement, kindness, and insight—the person needs to regain the proper perspective on life and renew his confidence. For this reason, the wise choose their friends carefully (12:26). 
In 12:28, the son is reminded of the ultimate end of life … eternity.  The Hebrew text means “the journey of her path is no-death” = immortality. Those who enter the path of righteousness by faith and seek to live righteously are on their way to eternal life. 

Pray About This 
How many of your friends are right living and how many are walking the path of rebellion against God?
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