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National Wisdom
Proverbs 14:1-35
Memorize This Week
	The wise woman builds her house,
		but with her own hands the foolish one tears hers down.
- Proverbs 14:1 NIV   
Day 1 Home and Investments (14:1-4)
Much of what happens in our life, Proverbs reminds us, is the result of our own efforts whether for good or bad.
1. How do these verses relate to a mother’s effect on her family (14:1-3)? 


The contrast is between wise and foolish women (see 7:10–23; 31:10–31). The term in Hebrew “house” "functions as a synecdoche of container (= house) for contents (= household, family). She destroys her family. How? This is apparently through the actions of despising the Lord’s way (14:2) and speaking foolishly (14:3). 
The expression in verse 3 translated “A fool’s mouth lashes out with pride” is literally “a rod of back.” Her own mouth causes her to be lashed on the back (punished) for her folly.

2. How do oxen help us understand management (14:4)? 


Strong oxen are indispensable for a good harvest, and for oxen to be strong they must be well-fed. The farmer has to balance grain consumption with the work oxen do. A good manager will take care of employees so they can and will bring in a profit. 
Pray About This 
Would you be rewarded or fired for the way you manage family?
Day 2 developing discernment (14:5-7)
Each of us must become a discerning person or we will be taken advantage of and harmed greatly. Our society is dependent upon its citizens developing this quality.
 
3. How can we discern whether or not to trust a person (14:5)? 

14:5 addresses the problem of legal testimony. This was appropriate for the king’s son, and today for all who may serve on a jury. 

4. What insight can we glean about whose advice to trust (14:6-7)? 


The “mocker” is intellectually arrogant, lacking any serious interest in knowledge or religion (14:6). He pursues wisdom in a superficial way so that he can appear wise. The acquisition of wisdom is conditioned by one’s attitude toward it (J. H. Greenstone, Proverbs, 149).
Pray About This 
Are there people you have turned to for advice who lied to you or gave you foolish advice?
Day 3 Becoming thoughtful (14:8-15)
We should not make decisions about how to live life based upon how things appear on the surface. Wisdom goes deep down to consider how people really are.

5. What contrast is there between the prudent and the simple (14:8, 15)? 


The prudent spend time thinking about what they do and whether it is right or wrong and what their next step should be (14:8,15). The fool deceives himself, if not others, into thinking that this does not matter and so eventually comes to believe the lie.

6. How do they differ in their approaches to life (14:9-14)? 


In 14:9 “making amends for sin” is the Hebrew word ’asham which has a broad range of meanings: “guilt; reparation.” According to Leviticus, when someone realized he was guilty he would bring a “reparation offering,” a sin offering with an additional tribute for restitution (Leviticus 5:1–6). It would be left up to the guilty to come forward; it was for the kind of thing that only he would know, for which his conscience would bother him. Fools mock any need or attempt to make things right, to make restitution. But those who do bring this offering find “goodwill” with God and with the people whom he has wronged. The fool finds retribution later on (14:14).
14:10 and 13 pair up to reveal the truth that no one can truly share in the deepest feelings of another. The person who laughs off a hurt may be deeply wounded, even bitter and perhaps seeking revenge.
Considering our ways is important because not every path leads to success. Some that seem to are in reality ways to die young and to miss out on eternal life (14:11-12).
Pray About This 
Do you reflect each day on how you have treated others?
Day 4 Developing Prudence (14:16-24)
Our own tempers can be our own worst enemy. Today we look at how our perspective on our self and others can do much to control her anger.

7. What happens to foolish hotheads (14:16-17)? 

To be “hotheaded” is the verb ’avar meaning “to pass over.” In this case it means “to pass over the bounds of propriety; to act insolently.” This is so much so that having done something foolish, he is self-assured. Fools are not cautious and do not fear the consequences of their actions.

8. What different actions are taken by the simple and the prudent (14:18-24)? 


14:18-19 suggests the reality that awaits both in the future. Ultimately the wicked will acknowledge and serve the righteous—a point the prophets make.
14:20-21 points to one of the criteria by which people will be judged … how they treat neighbors in need. The poor are commonly rejected, avoided, shunned—that is, hated; but the rich are sought after, favored, embraced—that is, loved.
14:22 describes the “plot” with the verb kharash which means “to engrave” describing the work of a craftsman. These people spend time carefully planning evil to harm people rather than planning to benefit others.
14:23 reminds us that there is an element of toil in work since the fall. The Hebrew term ’etsev  “painful toil is first used in scripture in Gen 3:19 to describe the effects of the Fall. The point here is that people should be more afraid of idle talk than of hard labor.
The use of ‘crown’ in 14:24 wraps up a section begun in 14:18. Knowledge will produce wealth. By contrast, the folly of fools produces folly (a word play). By folly, Rehoboam lost the ten tribes of Israel (1 Kings 12:12-16).
[bookmark: _Toc428279655]Pray About This 
How are you working to be a blessing to others?  
Day 5 [bookmark: _GoBack]National security (14:25-35)
Our study today flashes back to 14:5 and then moves on to the issue of security both personally and as a nation.
9. What difference does telling the truth make (14:25)? 

The setting of this proverb is the courtroom. One who tells the truth “saves” matsil, “rescues; delivers” he lives of those falsely accused. But false witness can deliver people over to death (2 Kings 21:13, 19).
10. How does the ‘fear of the Lord’ secure people (14:26-27)? 

The fear of the LORD will not only provide security for the parent but will also be a refuge for their children (14:16). The line recalls Exodus 20:5–6 where children will reap the benefits of the righteous parents. 14:27 is similar to Prov 13:14 except that “the fear of the LORD” has replaced “the teaching of the wise.” The benefit to children is in having and following God’s law.
11. How do these verses relate to the topic of ‘National Security’ (14:28-35)? 


The inclusio here is formed by v. 28, which describes a king’s need for a sizable populace, and v. 35, which obliquely asserts a king’s need for capable servants. [Garrett, Proverbs, 146]
The glory of the king is the abundant, growing population who are able to help him stave off ruin (14:28), possibly by being attacked by more numerous people. that will bring ruin to the ruler. A king with a quick temper or a short fuse will be seen as a fool by everyone, due to his rash actions (14:29). Patience is also a benefit to an individual’s health. He gains a “heart at peace (literally, healing)” describes the emotional state of a person (14:30). On the other hand “envy” (qin’ah) refers to passionate zeal or “jealousy” an intense and sometimes violent excitement and desire that is never satisfied and ultimately destroys an individual’s health.
Someone who has power over another, particularly a ruler, needs to be warned against oppressing the poor (14:31-32). Each should remember that he is accountable to our Maker who takes such treatment as a personal insult. By oppressing the poor one taunts or mistreats God because that person is in the image of God—hence the reference to the “Creator.” To ridicule what God made is to ridicule God himself.  The phrase “shows favor” is contrasted with the term “oppresses.” To “show favor” means to be gracious to (or treat kindly) those who do not deserve it or cannot repay it. This honors God because he commanded it to be done (14:21; 17:5; 19:17).
Each of us faces ‘calamity’ in our life. A wicked person has nothing to fall back on in such times. The righteous have hope in a just retribution—they have a place of safety even in death.
While some may advance themselves through scheming opportunism, their lack of integrity will one day be their undoing. Conversely, those who have behaved fairly will be vindicated when under examination (v. 35). [Garrett, Proverbs, 146-147]
14:33 in many translations seems to imply that wisdom can be found even in the heart of fools. But it only takes its repose in the discerning. It is available to the throng of fools at the gate (in their midst), but since they don’t take it to heart, they merely repeat the words of a proverb, but fail to grasp its meaning.
The second line may be ironic or sarcastic. The fool, eager to appear wise, blurts out what seems to be wisdom, but in the process turns it to folly. The contrast is that wisdom resides with people who have understanding.
In 14:34, the upright dealings of the leaders and the people will lift up the people. The people’s condition in that nation will be raised. 
The inclusio wraps up with a warning to those who serve the king to be wise rather than incur the wrath of the king. The wise servant is a delight and enjoys the favor of the king because he is skillful and clever. The shameful one botches his duties; his indiscretions and incapacity expose the master to criticism.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  BIBLICAL STUDIES PRESS, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (2006) Pr 14:28-35.] 

Pray About This 
If you are called to government service, would you be a wise servant or a shameful servant?
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